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■ lor 25 ynn the British govern- 
mA men! has insisted that it is not 
engaged in a war which can he 
resolved by negotiations or treaties. 
The IRA. it said, was nothing more 
than a hand of common criminals; a 
settlement with them was as unthink¬ 
able as one with the Kray gang. Today 
it is obvious that if there is to be a 
settlement it will be a negotiated one. 
But do the negotiations, “knocking 
beads together rather than knocking 
teeth out” as one republican 
spokesperson envisaged the process, 
represent an IRA victory or an IRA 
defeat? Nobody knows. I hat is nobody 
in Britain knows. This includes British 
intelligence who apparently believed 
that an immediate ceasefire would 
follow the Downing St Declaration in 
December. And in that confusion and 
ignorance lies the answer. 

In the same week ihc IRA ceasefire was 
announced. Neal Ascherson in the 
Independent on Sunday admitted that 
.having closely monitored media specu¬ 
lation throughout the week, he was. 
"staggered to distover that nohods hail 
the faintest idea what to make of it”. 
However the wild hypotheses offered by 
various experts' still went a long way to 
answering the question The answer was 
staring them in the face, but still the 
penny did not drop It the British govern¬ 
ment did not know what was going on. 
then the ceasefire was not pan of a Brit 
agenda. As the media grappled w ith this 
realisation, credit for ending the violence 


was oflered. with various degrees of 
conviction to the American admimstra 
lion; John Hume, Hianna Hail Indeed 
anybody bill (be architects ol the peace 
process, the leadership ol the Provisional 
IRA. The reason for the omission is 
clear. II indeed the ceasefire is pari of an 
IRA agenda, it is out ol strength rather 
than weakness and represents the begin¬ 
ning rather than the end of the process 
with more surprises to follow. 

Ait IMA agenda menu that the IRA 
Am it >01 bomM their was tv the 
negotiating (able; the fable ' would not 


far wont, The reality is they hare 

bombed Britain there . 

Proof of an IRA agenda' and the 
foresight of the republican movement 
can be traced by the chronology of 
events. In I9XX the republican movement 
published two discussion documents 
entitled; A Scenario for Peace: and 
Towurds A iMsting Peace. These 
documents subsequently formed the 
basis for discussions between Gerry 
Adams and John Hume leader of the 
SDLP. These talks were not warmly 
welcomed. Hume was universally 
condemned for breaching protocol by 
talking to the men of violence. The 
unionists referred to him as a iIu/h- '. yet 
Adams convinced him that it was a risk 
worth taking. After about IX months the 
talks petered out. The war continued. In 
April 1993 it was leaked that Adams and 


Hume had again resumed dialogue and 
in September when they announced they 
had reached agreement, there was 
consternation Hume was aguin 
denounced The Dublin government 
refused to handle anything bearing 
Adams' thumbprints Major declared 
that the thought of talking to Adams 
"turned his stomach" The strain on 
Hume, isolated as he was within his own 
party, was intense If the IRA were not 
venous his career and reputation were 
finished. He needed constant reassur¬ 
ance Throughout the negotiations with 
Dublin the republicans sal. as one 
described it. literall\ holding his hand' 
Kventually. when, in November. Hume 
collapsed of exhaustion, the Irish 
Taoiseach was handed the baton and 
began the next stage of the relay in talks 
with John Major At the same time 
parallel discussions unknown to Dublin 
were being conducted between the 
British government and the IRA 
Confronted by rumours of contacts with 
republicans. Sir Patrick Mayhew tried to 
reassure loyalists describing one report 
as belonging "more properly in the 
fantasy of spy thrillers than in real life .". 
Loyalists were not reassured. Then, 
possibly as an impetus to the talks 
between Dublin and London.Sinn Hein 
confirmed loyalist paranoia. Mayhew 
wus humiliated Britain in an effort to 
synchronise their public and private 
positions insisted that the Provisionals 
had initiated the contact with a commu¬ 
nique that began: "The conflict is over 




hut wr need your advice on how to bring 
it to a close. “ In response the IRA made 
public the documentary evidence of the 
exchanges which left it in no doubt it 
wus the republican movement from 
whom adv ice was required In December 
1993 Reynolds and Ma|or signed the 
Downing St Declaration Al British 
insistence neither government referred to 
its parentage: the Hume/Adams 
talks This was understandable 
Hor Adams/Hume; Hume/Reynolds; 
Rcynolds/Major were the necessary 
preliminaries to the mam bout 
Adums/Major And unlike previous 
occasions when the Brils and ihe IRA' 
sat around the table as in 1972 anti '75. 
this time as part of the republican 
strategy, they would do so publicly 

Hxpeclation of a republican response to 
the Downing St declaration was intense 
They obstinately demanded clarification 
Major insisted none was necessary 
There was much bluff and bluster trom 
Dublin and London about patient e 
running out and carrying on the peace 
process without them " H.venlually under 
international pressure Major caved in 
and detailed clarification was provided 
In July Sinn Hein gave its response 
accepting that the declaration was a step 
in the right direction but crucially was 
not in itself the basis lor a solution IRA 
RKJKCT PEACE! ran the headlines 
But significantly Anglo-Irish talks were 
suspended in tacit acceptance that an 
element other than London and Dublin 
was setting the agenda Anti again when 
the IRA announced the ceasefire nobody 
was more gobsmacked than the British 
government Days earlier. Michael 
Ancram Minister of State privately 
dismissed rumours of a ceasefire as an 


IRA gimmick' (This needs to be put in 
perspective In early August a twenty- 
five strong Red Action delegation to 
Belfast AU. knew that there was going 
to be a ceasefire They KNKW n was 
going to begin in September though most 
understood it was to be of a three month 
duration Major still believed it was only 
for three months a week after the IRA 
announced that it was a complete cessa¬ 
tion.) On ihe day itself, within minutes 
of the announcement, limed to coincide 
with American breakfast news. Adams 
wus conducting live interviews by phone 
on American television In contrast the 
British government look hours to 
respond Through«>ut the following week 
Major lussed over the word 'permanent.' 
in the process sacrificing any remaining 
credibility Whoever was in control of 
the process, it certainly was not him 
H.vidcncc of Adams thumbprints apart, 
intense debate raged even within the 
republican movement itself The secrecy 
with which the strategy was pursued 
created greut alarm, in particular the 
genuine ignorance that existed over ihe 
basis lor the initial Hume/Adams agree 
menl* At a public meeting in Belfast in 
August a former prisoner who had 
served lb years asked: What right has 
Seamus Mallon |an SDl.H MP| to see a 
document denied to me?' There was 
much suspicion, and even speculation 
privately of a sellout, though this was 
more a result of inadequate political 
structures within Sinn Hem rather than an 
inadequate political strategy.( Within the 
IRA however, some felt that it the repub¬ 
lican analysis was correct, that the Brits 
wanted out. then the time was ripe to 
launch the ‘Tet Offensive' hit the Brils 
with everything INCLUDING the 
continued on page 3 





T his year, as la previous yean, RA 
mem ben and supporters travelled to 
Belfast for (be traditional August 
Internment commemoration. 

This year bad extra significance a* it was the 
25th anniversary year of British troops being 

ThI ^weeiend^has changed slgaifkantly slate 
RA lacmhers started going ten yean ago. 

Fede an Phobail, or the We* Belfast Festival as 
it fat now known, stretched from the 7th to the 
14th August with the emphasis oa the positive 
side to the struggle with everything from polit¬ 
ical events to kids’ street parties. As Siaa Fein 
President Gerry Adams explained. “ For yean 
Ike failure of ike ir British offensives was 
commemorated in a way wkick was negative ami 
invariably at Ike cost of our own community, 
latterly we have learnt, instead, to celebrate our 
own strength and determination. The W. Be If as I 


Festival and Ardoyne Fleadk an clear examples 
of tkis, an example of our collective ability, 
creativity and determination 
During the period of their stay, RA members 
attended a number of debates, exhibitions, 
videos, plays and social events. The highlights 
included, as always. Prisoner* Day (with an 
emotional launch of the Hunger-Strike book!, 
visits to POWs, . presentation to women repre¬ 
sentatives of the struggle which included an 
appearance by ANC and rx-MK member Robert 
McBride, as well as joining the huge march to 
Belfast city hall with over 25 marching oa the 
RA contingent. 

Although at times enjoyable, the main purpose 
of the visit is as a political crash course, 
especially for those attending for the lint time. R 
is a chance to view the British State, teeth bared. 
Below we print a number of impressions from 
those who attended for the first time... 



F lcriow 

like to 


congratulate the 
organuers of Feile 
An Phobail and 
thank the people of 
West Belfast for 
their hospitality. 
We would like to 
gin a special 
mention to our 
hosts who provided 
billets, the POW 
department, and the 
POWs themselves 
for making us feel 
so welcome during 
our visit. 
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JLhix August saw my 
second trip to West Belfast, the 
first being about five years ago. 
That first visit left a Mg impres¬ 
sion on me but the visit this year 
proved to he the five most politi¬ 
cally inspiring days of my life. 

I arrived on the Wednesday, a 
few days into the festival, and 
headed for Springhill. The night 
was a benefit in the memory of 
Paul 'Topper' Thompson, a 
young man murdered hy the 
UVF. Before the week-long event, 
the loyalists had warned that 
festival goers should ‘prepare for 
death' but this seemed to deter 
no-one. The mood generated was 
one of enjoyment, remembrance 


occupation. However, winning the 
nationalist struggle is only the 
first step in the dam struggle and 
the fight for a united socialist 


On the Friday we visited IRA 
volunteer, Sean Curry, who is 
serving a nine year sentence. 
Nerves were quickly washed away 
when Sean appeared burring 
enthusiastically and eager to talk. 
He told us about the present 
conditions in the Kexh and how 
the republican wings in the H- 
Blocks are organised as a 
commune. This differs radically 
from the loyalists' wings which 
run on a ‘lladdy'-lypc basis 
where the 'harder* men control 


l*ong Kexh has often been called 
the ‘University of l.lfe*. Sean 
reckons that before anyonr 
becomes involved in the armed 
struggle they should spend at 
least four years in the Kesh! 

The overall mood of the five days 
was extremely positive. The 
Republican people crave for 
peace and know it will only come 
about with an end to British 


T he Falls Road was our first stop 
and H was here lhai our accom 
modution was staled tail Wc found 
that wc would he staying in the 
Twinhrook F.staic Twmhrook is 
where the hunger-sinker Bobby 
Sands was from 

When wc eventually breathed the 
pub's security and gained access 
after a ctaiple of embarrassing 
attempts, we fount! that it was there 
fta a good reason as there had been 
a loyalist attack on the pub which 
had resulted in the sectarian murder 
of young lads having a drink and 
playing pool This pul things into 
perspective sttmcwhal 
Indeed, later on during the course of 
our slay a catholic was abducted 
from the Divis Flats area by orange 
bigots before being lonurcd and 
murdered As if wc needed 
convincing of the sectarian nature of 
loyalism whereby any laig' is fair 
game Perhaps Militant and their ilk 
could pay a visit to the Shankhill 
and preach to the natives about 
'class unity 

The follow ing day wc made our first 
prison visit ttur' POW wore a 
I.mine (meaning he spoke Irish I and 
we got into a conversation on the 
respective dillcrcnccx of attitude to 
ihe language in the six counties and 
the rest ol Ireland I personally 
haled Irish at school in Dublin and 
still harbour none loo lond 
memories ol being battered abmil 
the place hy redneck masters who 
were no doubt inspired by 
DeValera'x vision of comely 


maidens darn ing at the crossroads 
The story was totally different for 
our prisoner as he had mu been 
taught it in school but had learned it 
all in the Kesh where it had Ihe 
added benefit of confusing the 
screws to such an extent that 
some of them were teaming it in 
order to hear what was going 


A n act as sirnplr as walking 
back from the local shops on 
a Sunday morning was met with 
questioning by a young squaddie, 
an intimidating art. his male 
kneeling pointing a rifle and then 
joining us ax I was asked my 
name address, dale of Mrth, 
movements, why I was in Belfast 
and why I should go home, 
eventually letting me go. spitting 
at me as I went - a bril trophy I 


On an organised visit to Miillown 
cemetery a section of squaddies 
came out to question why our 
group was looking at the graves, 
trying to get namrs and 
addresses. When our group 
stayed quiet we were told that H 
was ‘mi lot that had asked them 
over there ' and that they should 
leave and let the UVF get amongst 


T he highlight of the weekend for 
me was the launch of the 
prisoners hook. Nor Meekly Serve 
My Time which hod everything 
Imm songs to the reading of extracts 
from the book by the POWs who 
wnite it The hair on the back of my 
neck stood on end when Kay 
McCartney read his memories ol the 
II Block hunger strikes At one 
point Ray almost hist it as he read 


the names of the l<> hunger strikers 
who died in 1981 lie managed to 
get it together and finished the 
reading It was a poignant moment 
Saturday saw us visit republican 
prisoner' in the blocks Fnr most of 
us this was a new experience and 
the procedures involved were real 
eyeopeners It takes over an hour to 
process visitor■> before you eventu¬ 
ally get through to see a republican 
POW The guy lhai we visited was 
very sound, one of the editors ol the 
Captive Voice, the prisoners 
magazine The visiting area is 
shared by both republicans and 
loyalists and it was a bit distracting 
every lime some lunatic in a 
Rangers lop passed by us! ■ 

M v first impression of West 
Belfast was its apparent 
normality'. I'd always expected 
there to he something intrinsically 
different about Ihe town and its 
peopierafler ail. there is an urban 
guerrilla war going on. 
However.in most respects West 
Belfast is just like any working- 
class town in Britain - imagine 
Sheffield, but with an occupying 
arms. It is this "sameness" which 
I initially found most striking, and 
most inspiring. Ihe people of 
West Belfast are ordinary 
working-class people, “ordinary 
people acting under extraordi¬ 
nary circumstances** is a quote 
Ihe republican movement often 
uses, and they are an illuminating 
example of just how much people 
can achieve within their own 
communities, even under vuch 
rrpmxivriy hostile conditions. 
The lefty shit about "Ihe isolated 
fanatics of Ihe IRA” is very 
ohviouvly Just that; Ihe movement 


Is absolutely indistinguishable- 

from the people it represents. D|IO|NEOQ 

Feile an Phobail was organised DU9lllE9v 

and run brilliantly, by the class _ ^ ■ g 

and for the class. The sense of AC USUAL 

community there is all-pervading. ■ * , m • ■' ■ . 

from the cheap and efficient Mack Aw ®V ,rom thf 3 lare 0 
rah system. run primarily by ex- publicity Surrounding tt>« 
prisoners I anv where vou want to peace process It W«S very 
go for 50p. plus they provide a much business as usual 

better local news service than lor RA members end 

CNN), to the rravxuringly tight supporters 
security at Ihe Springhill disco* We gathe red in a London 
all run and arranged by Ihe ^ a|of>g wjth <***, fe)low 
community for the community. repub |, can8 t0 raise funds 

Oe the night following the for jn8h Republican 

sectarian Prisoners of War During the 

Monaghan hy Ihe IDA, Ihe RA where Qlasoow's 

placed a blockade around the ®' 9 „"® " n 

vulnerable Ardoyne area to keep **!*"")* played a rousing 
the death squads out. and ensured ar ** w ® re 

that anvone leaving the area did ty London S Dead B 

so in Ihe relative vafetv of a black Specials artwork produced 

cah a by POWs in Long Kesh was 

presented as raffle prizes 

T hough I had been to Ireland and a number of those 

many times before I had never present took the opportunity 

been on a visit to the Kesh Two jo buy copies Of the new 

visitors were allocated to each Flunger Strike book, Nor 

POW The first question W Meekly Serve My Tima. 

prisoner asked was were wc over 

with the Out Movement' l ° ll °* ,n 9 m0,n "J * s 

No. KrtAclwm. we replied. He ant org.roh.rs, mjny 

ihai he had seen the Iasi paper. The nursing hangovers, counted 

one lhai c arnrd the slalrmrnl from U P !"• night S proceeds it 

thr volunteer on the front." He became clear that it had 

explained lhai people had been very been another successful 

impressed with ihe statement and night for POW welfare 

had discussed a im ihe wmg " He while Insh pnsoners remain 

himsell was torn Deny His pal had , n Bntain s ^ils Red Action 

been killed by the Brils when he ^ continua to pfcy our role 

was iwclvc and that eoupied with a$ ^rk.ng-CiaSS militant*, 

the Hunger Strikes, determined his 

•choice of career'. He mentioned Supergrasses and Shout to Kill, 
that there was a photo of him at Death squads and censorship: 
iwclvc on a hunger strike demo in nothing worked On the contrary 
|9K| ll struck me then as we talked these policies did nothing to 
lhai in a way Scan himsell symbol diminish the xpinl of resistance, bul 
iscd ihe luilure ol British policy and served instead lo throw up another 
the inevitability of the island being generation of IRA volunteers. For 
free from British rule As a iwclvc Scan, the murder of his friend and 
year old he had marched in support ihe hunger strike were the catalyst, 
of the hunger sinkers under a After that he knew what he had to 
banner. CHILDERN OF 68 do For other iwclvc year olds the 
HUNGER STR1KF1RS OF 81 Now S AS victories ai t.oughall and 
Ihe ehidren of 'HI are the IRA Gibraltar would have earned a 

-volunteers volun similar significance The greater the 

leers of ‘94 For success of the operation in the short 
twenty live years the term ihe stronger the guarantee of 
British establish ultimate failure The more devious 
ment has employed an d cruel the lactic, the more each 
a wide variety of generation was equipped with a 
strategics all tangible reason of ihcir qwb for 
designed lo crush getting nd of them F.vcrything the 
republican rcsixa- British tried in the long run simply 
lance From open strengthened the struggle They 
terror vuch as W cre their own worst enemy. 
Bloody Sundu. to endlessly digging their own 
inlemmcni and graves. ■ 
cnminalisotHin. // 

Ringed in both photographs Sean McMonegie 
First on s hungsrstriks march in 1981. Second es 
an IRA Prisoner of War in Long Keeh In 1994. 
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O ne of the principal paradoxes of Bntain s Marxist Left is that it 
studiously ignores practically anything Marx himself had to say 
on the subject of Ireland For 25 years it has derided the armed 
struggle as a tactic, and the ohicctivc of an island free Imm British 
presence as an objective Republicanism was. they argued, a 
reactionary concept: a distraction from the real struggle Instead, the 
Left counterposed the concept of social struggle and workers unity' 
in the process of course, accommodating Bntain s armed occupation 
of the Six Counties. Loyalist death squads and 30.000 armed troops 
could, fhey fell, he set aside as an inconvenience, leastways until 
- after the revolution. Into the thinking of these marxists' neither 
Britain nor reality were allowed lo intrude Marx's dictum in 1875. 
"that as long as the mdepentlent life of a nation is suppressed by a 
foreign conqueror it inevitably directs all its efforts and all its energy 
against the external enemy " and that the social revolution could only 
pnveed when the national question had been settled would, had they 
been aware of it. he dismissed out of hand as a petit bourgeois aberra¬ 
tion. Given that track record, it could he guaranteed that ihe 
announcement of an IRA ceasefire would be greeted from the outset 


hy cncs of sellout' and surrender', specifically from that quarter 
who had cither taken a neutral position on the war lie a tacit accep¬ 
tance of the status quo) or. rejected the armed struggle as a tactic 

N orthern Ireland Militant labour as the name might suggest, is 
looking optimistically towards an 'internal settlement - , and the 
return of politics to the mundane level with which they arc familiar, 
such as standing in elections lo a new assembls Alter a couple of 
weeks of prevarication Socialist Worker decided they welcomed the 
ceasefire. "An important ohslatle lo class politics in Ircliuul ha* been 
removed' For these revolutionaries it is of course the IRA and ihe 
armed struggle rather than British occupation and partition which is the 
obstacle to unity. Always eager lo remake everything in their own 
English middle-class image, they now refer to Albert Reynolds as an 
Irish Tors ' Having for 25 yean sought accommodation with kiyalism 
and the border, perhaps they sec the ceasefire as an opportunity to nr- 
colonise' the south. Bui perhaps the more obscure Workers Power 
group illustrates the true trot' case most succinctly It first announced 
that it does "Not welcome an IRA ceasefire"; and then within a 
sentence insists that it " NEVER SUPPORTED" the armed struggle in 
the first place. 

T he Revolutionary Communist Party who. unlike all others, had a 
pro republican position up until 1992 when il was inexplicably 


dropped, insist that ' the republicans have to accept that the struggle is 
defeated. The mmcmcnl has its back against the wall. What's needed is 
a new movement In their bulletin Insh Freedom' they endorse the 
analysis pul forward by Mark Ryan m his new book War anti Peate in 
Ireland The reader is invited to turn to page 23 to begin the work o f 
< lanficutum and understanding smly to find that page 2.1 doesn't exist. 
An inauspicious beginning, you might think 

II fhile almost as dcserscdly irrelevant in Britain now as they have 
W been in Ireland for the last 25 years, where Ixft propaganda like 
this has some impact, it senes only to demoralise or confuse. Still their 
analysis can provide, like a seriously flawed compass, a useful rule of 
thumb, in that, whatever the course mupped (Hit by them for victory, 
success invariably lies in setting off with appropriate haste in ihe 
opposite direction! According to the Communist Manifesto: 
"Communists . |should| have over the great mass of the proletariat the 
advantage of dearly undemanding the line of the march and the 
general results of the proletarian movement.' Bul far from enjoying 
advantages, Trotskyism in Britain is plagued by so many obvious 
inbuilt handicaps they might he registered disabled: so how to explain 
the discrepancy? If confronted with their wretched history they just 
shrug their shoulders and say by way of an apokigy: Well, we did our 
best' In the unlikely event they were honest, they might add: “ And, 
after all. Ito quote a line I rum the Godfather) we re mn communists!" 






dispatches 

from o war zone 


O n Thursday lit September 
a loyalist death squad 
murdered 32 year old John 
O’Hanlon, an innocent catholic. 
At around the same time, in 
another part of North Belfast, an 
attempt was made to murder 
another innocent catholic. Both 
attacks came 22 hours after the 
Provisional IRA announced a 
"complete cessation of military 
operations ". 

In the early hours of Sunday 4th 
September, loyalist temvisis again 
attempted to murder yet another 
innocent catholic at the notorious 
Rosapenna Strcet/Okl Park Road 
junction in North Belfast. At 
9.40pm the same evening, the 
UVF detonated a I (Mb ear bomb at 
Sevastopol Street on the Palls 
Road Their intended target was 
the Sinn Fein office hut the explo¬ 
sion caused more damage to 
surrounding houses and a library 
One householder had a narrow 
escape when part of the Renault 
19 car smashed through the front 
door of the house and landed in 
the hallway 

Despite these murder attempts. 
John Major and his government 
arc going out of their way to 
assure Unionists and loyalist death 
squads that nothing has changed 
arid that the Conservatives will not 
sell them out. In the same breath 
Major has stalled the whole peace 


process by demanding that the 
IRA change the phrase "complete 
cessation " to “permanent cessa- 
tkm ". Still, it comes as no surprise 
that the British government plays 
semantics and nil-picks over the 
wording of republican statements 
while bending over backwards to 
appease the very people who do 
not appear to want peace. 

OGLAIGH NA 
hEIREANN 

To understand why nationalists 
can see nothing but intransigence 
from Unionists and the British 
government one only has to look 
at their attitudes since the IRA 
statement, reported, in part, below: 
"Recognising the potential of the 
current situation and in order to 
enhance the demos ratic process 
and underlining our definitive 
i ommitment to its success, the 
leadership of Oglaigh na hhreann 
salutes and commends our wdun- 
leers, other activists, our 
supporters and the political 
prisoners who have sustained the 
struggle against all odds for the 
past 25 years. 

"MV remember all those who base 
died for Irish freedom and we 
reiterate our < ommitment to our 
republican objectives. 

"M/e believe that an opportunity to 
secure a just and lasting settle¬ 
ment has been created. 

"We are therefore 
Centering into a new 
ilualion in a spirit of 
i determination 



a scene from the Falls 


and confidence, determined that 
the injustices which created this 
conflict will be remosed. 

"A solution will only be found as a 
result of inclusive negotiation 
Others, not least the British 
government, have a duty to face 
up to their responsibilities ." 

There were wild scenes of jubila¬ 
tion outside Sinn Fein's 
headquarters following the IRA 
statement as thousands of people 
turned up to cheer Gerry Adams. 
He told reporters that the IRA 
statement had created, "a moment 
which must be seized, particularly 
by John Major. Jim Molyneaux 
and Ian Paisley. ’’ 

There were celebrations all over 
Belfast as nationalist people look to 
the streets in cavalcades of cars. 
Police stations and army barracks 
were festooned with tricolours as 
the people celebrated and welcomed 
this new phase of the their struggle 
for self-determination. 

“...JUST A TRICK” 

Meanwhile on the Shankhill Road 
and other loyalist areas of Belfast, 
local people being interviewed by 
the media were espousing the fear 
instilled in them by their leaders 
Quotes such as. "It's just a trick ", 
"you can't trust them", “they'll 
still be shooting pmtestants", "the 
Ulster people decide what's going 
to hap/ien in Ulster. Mr Major and 
anybody else Him 'l decide." (sic) 
Instead of celebrating the ending 
of a violent struggle like their 
nationalist counterparts the people 
of the Shankhill looked on this 
momentous occasion with all the 
cynicism, fear and. in many cases, 
sectarian bigotry taught to them by 
their old fashioned orange-and- 
proud-of-it Unionist leaders who 
go around their constituencies 
whipping up hysteria After the 
publication of the IRA statement I 
watched a television interview 
with Hugh Smyth, the Unionist 
mayor of Belfast Mr Smyth, 
instead of demanding that loyalist 
terrorists lay down their arms and 
slop murdering innocent catholics, 
told them not to be hasty, to 
analyse this first and make sure 


continued from IRA Calls tbs Shots' (psgs 1) 

kitchen sink.) So how might the irreconcilable be 
reconciled'' Who had moved ? Naturally there had 
to he a sellout The question was who was selling 
out who’’ The RCP's Irish f reedom Movement 
magazine reflecting much left wing opinion in 
England was emphatic "There is no avoiding the 
grim reality that the peace process represents a 
historic defeat for the liberation movement ." On 
the other hand the right wing Spectator journal 
gnashed: "Far from being marginalised the men of 
violent e are to be moved centre stage To say that 
the IDowning Street I Declaration was a great 
victory for the IRA is not rhetoric: it is hurd 
(iradgnndfacl." 

Well, there can be little doubt as to who is centre 
stage. As to who has moved the evidence is equally 
stark. Margaret Thatcher once stated that the north 
of Ireland was. "...as English as Tint hies " Major 
and Mayhcw have constantly repeated that their 
government has no "selfish, strategic or eamomic 
interest" in it. Accepting that it is indeed the 
British who have moved, the equally pertinent 
question is why now? It is readily admitted that the 
Baltic and Bishopsgale bombs carried a genuine 
and immediate threat to "hmdon s pre-eminence 
as an international centre of capital...which 
increased the governments feeling that some tort of 
acclamation with the terrorists was inevitable ". 
This, was no longer an 'acceptable level of 
violence'. An IRA admission in October 1993 six 
months after Bishopsgale that ", the IRA last 
summer were forced into abandoning IK tons of 
explosives which were destined for six simulta¬ 
neous bomb attacks on prestigious targets in 
hmdon " must have concentrated the British mind 
wonderfully. So is Britain preparing the way for a 
sellout as loyalists contend? Stephen Glover in the 
Evening Standard thinks not: "Such a policy would 
be a suicide note for the British Stale. It could not 
he done. I am sure that Mr Major and Sir Patrick 
understand the dangers, and so I can 7 believe they 
are cynically planning a sellout But just because 
they are not planning a sell-out it does not mean 
there isn 7 going to he one. They are embarked tm a 


prtxess which they will he unable to control ." 

What then of the bloodbath scenario and the 
loyalist backlash, long presented by apologists as 
the justification for British occupation? Given that 
for a quarter of a century loyalist violence has been 
presented as reactive it was instructive to note that 
the instinctive response to the IRA ceasefire was to 
threaten civil war'. But even as a notion this is 
fanciful The loyalist paramilitaries luck the logis¬ 
tics. the political resolve and. crucially, a clear cut 
objective in the event of British withdrawal. 
iX'spitc the seizure last November of two Ions of 
explosives on a Polish registered ship at Tcesport in 
Cleveland destined for the UVF, it is generally 
acknowledged that the entire operation was set up 
by MI5 with the cooperation of Polish Intelligence 
Even if they had the gear, who would they bomb ’ 


Similarly bombing Dublin with or without help 
from British Intelligence would leave them 
instantly isolated nationally and internationally 
Retribution could he expected to be swift. Nor do 
the Loyalists show the same commitment or 
resolve long associated with republicans Their 
hunger strikes tend to begin after breakfast and end 
just before lunch: a recent roof-top protest in 
Crumlin Rd jail ended as soon as it got dark. Like 
the laager louts' of the AWB when the time came, 
it transpired that they were prepared only to Fight to 
the last drop of everyone else’s blood. So if 
protracted military manoeuvres appear out of the 
question what room exists for political ones? Just 
as discouraging., since 1912 the preferred unionist 
strategy has been Ulster says NO* And while the 
republican movement has produced its Mandela' 
there is no hint of the emergence of a unionist De 


their was no sell-out to national 
ins. This appears to be the policy 
of the whole unionist family: "We 
condemn loyalist violence, but ..." 
Of course, we have the British 
ministers who excuse loyalist 
murders as "reactive violence " to 
thank for this policy 
The unionist hysteria went into 
overdrive when, in a brave and 
historical move this week. Albert 
Reynolds invited both Gerry 
Adams and John Hume to a 
meeting in Dublin, the First direct 
contact between a Taoiseach and a 
republican leader since the 
foundation of the Irish state. In a 
joint statement the three leaders 
appealed to unionists to join them 
in the search for peace "We 
cannot resolve this problem 
without the participation and 
agreement of the unionist people 
We call on everyone to use all 
their influence to bring this agree¬ 
ment about.' 

The unionist reply was swift and 
vehement Upper Bann MF. David 
Trimble, said. "Mr Reynolds 
rushes in with indecent, obscene 
haste to have dealings with them ." 
The Tory reply wasn't much 
better Andrew Hunter, chairman 
of the back bench committee on 
Northern Ireland, said the meeting 
was a "disastrous miscalculation 
by the Irish government which 
potentially has the most damaging 
consequences ." These, although 
bad enough, were mild compared 
to the rantings of Paisley and his 
disciples who dug up the same old 
rhetoric of the South being in 
cahoots with the IRA to force 
protestants kicking and screaming 
into a united Ireland All this 
despite the fact that Mr Reynolds 
assured them that the Irish govern¬ 
ment had no ulterior motive and 
despite Gerry Adams' pronounce¬ 
ment: "We threaten you only with 
demtxrws." 

Is it any wonder then that while 
murals in nationalist areas talk of 
peace and democracy that loyalist 
gable ’artists' write of the war just 
beginning; rivers of nationalist 
blood and that same old chestnut 
of never forsaking the blue skies 
of Ulster for the grey skies of an 
Irish republic'' Wake up people* 
Those grey skies above you now 
arc caused by social and economic 
deprivation and they arc as grey 
on the Shankhill as they arc on the 
Falls 


c-SSBh, 


(I \ 


the response 
from the 
Shankill 


COUNTRY M 

the political rather than military 


It is time for the old animosities M ’ lu,,on in ,h ' s coun,r > and '« ,k 
and sectarian bigotries which have b - v intransigence The 

caused such divisions among our ® n,,sb g ov cmment is in a position 
communities for so long to he lo ccmcn * ,hc CC4uef,rt ■« 
forgotten. The luturc of Ireland is P ass ,hc "****« «" ,hc un "»" 

now in the hands of all Us people ,rts ,ha ' lhc,r ***' ho,d,n F M 

protestant. catholic and dissenter. ,he P eo P k '"* lrrland ra "*» m ^ 


unionist and nationalist. It is us ovcr and ,ha ' nationalists have a 
who elect our politicians, so it is ^ ,rcalcd aN c M ua,s 

up to us to tell them that we want ceasefire is not the end 

no more death or destruction on bu « ,hc Wc musl a!l 


our streets, wc want peace We 


give our support to those brave 


must demand that they take the P C< *P* 1 ' * eck,n g H'bcal change in 
initiative now. demand that they * rc * and Wc nu,sl a * sn remember 
cither forget their petty bickering ,hosc wbo havc dtcd ,n ,bc F asl ^5 
and sectarian rivalries or hnd > carv ,htf,r dca,hs havc 

themselves a new job bccn va,n if a nc * lrcland » 

The peace that we seek is not just h*" 11 


for ourselves but for our children 
grandchildren and future genera 


Nationalists owe a great deal to 
the volunteers of Oglaigh na 


lions Past generations have hEireann They have, through their 
always had an inbred mistrust of toura ? c aruJ sacrifice, earned 
"the other side" which has been man > cootcss '" ns ,or ,hc na,,on 
seized upon by manipulative absl P co P k ’ Their determination 
people who use tl*se divisions for and hfaver > has ncvcr ,al ‘ cn:d and 
their own selfish aims It will be ,hc,r hr,vcM al1 was •*««* 

difficult for many people in both bravc cmH, )-’b *° wc * UIU ' F onc 
communities to find the trust that * ,s ,ar “ N * c ,cc * wc '* b,HJ,d go. it is 
will break down these divisions ,,n Jf m '* ,or ,bc M'bcal leaders 
but for the sake of our children *° * ,nd a sc,, lcmenl to suit all 
they havc lo try. There is a golden lbc P C "P ,C *'* Ireland 
opportunity mm to end the intransigence is past 

struggle and strife of the past It The ® n,,sb government and 


must be grasped and nurtured. 


militant unionism is all that bars 


failure to do so would he criminal ,hc CHm P ,e,e I*** In 

and inhuman and is condemning Ireland The people of Ireland are 
future generations to the pain and ou * I** P**-'* The 


misery already suffered by genera 
tions of Insh people 


Republican movement is willing 
to give it to them Those who 


The IRA has taken a brave Mand as a barrier to peace will he 
decision and if it brings peace. |ud F cd h > h *'"’*> and ‘■“™ d *>> 
stability and justice which many ,u,urc generations The hand nl 
havc hoped and prayed tor. then ,nc ndship is being ottered Will 
they, and all republicans, will have > ou sla P 11 as,dc w J u,n us ,n 
earned the gratitude of luturc mak,n * un lriland whcrc al1 can 
generations bvc ,n c M ua l'ty and as brothers 

There is an enormous burden on and ' ,<acrN ' 
all the people striving to achieve M ( oll,nv * 4c,,aM 


Klerk If all the loyalist community can otter in the 
way of dialogue is monosyllabic, they will find 
themselves represented in negotiations by a surro¬ 
gate. or satcly ignored A fute designed previously 
by Britain lor the IRA 

If the future of unionism us a political entity is less 
than rosy what then the verdict on Britain, the co- 
accused? Since the mid I9)MK al least, successive 
British administrations have wanted out. But they 
wanted to leave with dignity. During the I9KI 
Hunger-Strike Thatcher prophesied that the "IRA 
had played its last card" It was in fact directly the 
reverse The IRA run the prisons The screws have 
long ago lost the stomach for the fight The position 
inside is a microcosm of a wider picture. 
Successive surveys of pubic opinion have shown 
that upwards of 609 are in favour of a British 
withdrawal. It is not that the British public arc 
waving the white Hag of surrender, it is more 
because they do not see H as their fight After all. if 
the army is kicked out of Ulster; even a clear cut 
military victory would not he followed by a retnbu 
live invasion of the mainland' by the IRA! So 
what do they care. As Edward Pearce pointed out in 
the Guardian: "The British voter doesn't give a 
damn for Ireland, united or otherwise But a 
perceived withdrawal will be quickly seen as high 
toned defeat, and that swiftly becomes very bad 
politics. How not to he there without having left is 
the conundrum of all British governments. 

So while the British public are largely neutral in the 
governments fight with the IRA; being seen to lose 
would mean more than simply a loss of face 
After Suez, Britain awoke to find that it was no 
longer a world power. Now the crisis is within 
what is defined by the date as it’s border. The 
subsequent fallout will impact directly not only 
on the government of the day but on the stale 
itself. No longer a colonial power, the British 
establishment may find that when the dust 
settles it is now without even a stable democ¬ 
racy. If so. then the Downing St Declaration may 
well come to be regarded as the longest suicide 
note in history. 

RA EDITORIAL 


BISHOPSGATES7 

...CERTAINLY' 

Danny Morrison interview 
‘Panorama’ Winter 1994. .. 

P: If peace does not come al this stage, if the 
Downing Street I he la ration just withers on the vine, 
what happens? 

DM: Well, there's no revolution to the conflict and 
therefore the conflict will continue It's inevitable 
but wc would hope that British public opinion, he it 
through IRA pressure on business people in London 


P: You mean bombs ? 

DM: Bombs in laindon. certainly, or the British 

people - 

realising the 
lies and the 
deceit they 
have been fed 
by their 
government to 
justify its 
position in 
Ireland, that 
that comes 
through 

P: Rut the campaign can 7 go im indefinitely, people 
can 't keep on fighting and dvmg for another 25 
years. 

DM: Well. I heard this in 1972,1 heard it in 1975.1 
heard Roy Mason say in I97H he was squeezing the 
IRA like a lube of toothpaste. I heard Margaret 
Thatcher say in 1981 that the Hunger Strike was the 
IRA’s last card. She’s gone John Major may have to 
go. We may have to sit it out. hut we re prepared lo 
forfeit our freedom and our lives because we’re 
talking about permanent peace and the end of 
conflict and to us it is a worthy goal. 







Bkari* and Crips. Gang 


O n 29th April 1992 four Lm gangs» enmmal regm 
Angekx police officer* were hwn May 17th 

cleared hy a white jury of a terte* IW |admnp of more, 
of assault related charge* which aroae *T/rJ**£ 

from public outcry over the healing of a ^ * I 

black motorist. Rodney King, on 3rd |nctU between the 
1991 Rk.xfc and Cnps Gang 

The most positive and significant aspect m by 

of the rebellion which followed was the [.API) members in V- 
gang peace which ensued between LA's |fl) armoured personnel 
two street gangs the Crips and Bloods. In camera firing 

an interview on IS May 1992. Baby Thunderflash dim 
Nerve of the Watergate Crips described P™** Soon after die 
the gangs agenda as peace w as declared. 4 

Build and destroy Were going lo huild “T" ‘* "* 
ourselves and we rr going to destroy their T™” 


peace was declared. 4 
members of the Rollin' 
ftlh Cnps were wounded 
in a drive by sbooiing 
regamsed by undercover 
cops wearing Blood 


LA has a gang culture whah readies hack to rooto w Blood 

in (he early South ( eniral gangs of the 40v and 

VK-ihc Businessmen. Sausons. Gladiators. ^ Btoods/Crtns were 
Outlaws, etc Mack gangs lormcd in response lo . t)ne ^ ^ | APf>v 
while vndcnce in high schools In ihc MK the ^ ^ h“We Tig" 

gangs came unde, 0* .ntlucnce id the civil nghls was vet up to 

and Mack power movements In his history of IA ^ ^ (||||inB 

City of (hum: . Mike Davis uxountx a civil rights " A . T _ .. rv 


Cm of V*m: Mike Davis uxountx a civil nghts ^ fncmK m m ^ hnm 
prmes. at a whiles .mly restaurant. where Ihe ^ (< ^ 

Sauweis saved Ihe pnaesters Iron, attack hy a gang ( AM) 

"* *** T *" S *"‘" v Al f wcrt ^ units raided tenements ,n 

farter and J.dmftuggmv heemne local rapiers ^ (rf ^ * 

he Ihe Black Panther Party, while a third. Brother ( - urfcm violator* 
Ora*, organised a Community Alert Patrol lo ^ hmek ^ s 

***** v ’" te " cc were given M) dav (ail 

The developing of a revolutionary tunvcinusncv. w u ltl w tu A looict 
withm ,hc gangs wav me, hy a crenhtned w||h , ^ , A 

FBI/LAPD assault rei .he gangs structure and ^ J|uj , t , fUH) iA 
organisation The Public Disorder Intelligence ^ ^ a| 

Division, an aim- progressive counter intelligence . .. liMI 

and surveillance group - - up and ,n February ^ ZtSZoZ 

I 9h9 ( artcr and Muggins were murdered by a rival . M jih1 

gang controlled by HI agenis In 97ft the N , |Ufa|lsJ||(in 


IWZ ( artcr and Huggins were murdered by a rival . 
gang com,oiled hy KBI agcnis In 1970 Ihc J3,sa«..m 
Panthers I. A strueiuie was destroyed through a (( ,, Krr% ^ cfc 
SWAT learn attack on ihcir South f’enlral |n()( ( 

headquarters mulch' were te 

The Cnps and Blood* were Ihc bastard children of , , . 


officers were hroughl 

into latino neighbourhoods Immigrants in 
custuiy were told that if they ibdni agree lo vnlun 
lanly leave ihc US. they would lace long fail 


Ihe Panther general The Cnps were lemed hy ^ ^ ^ 

Raymond Wmhmgtem. who led ccne under the Holmes f&#e, one of ihe arebuecWof dte 


influence of ihe Panthers, and Cnp reigtnallv Mm*l 
for "(m(,mnwi Revolution In Progress ” The 
Cnps though were a product of Ihc decimal urn ol 


gang peace was failed in late 1992 lie 7 years Ic a 
MU robbery that 2ft witnesses said he didni 
commit Holmes was an cx gang member who 


radical political leadership w.ihin the Mack poliucully aim after hic Inc ml Henry 

community They had the guns hu, without the ^ ^ 4 , ||mrs ^ u(kir(l „v C , lAPOc.qw 

Panthers' p.d„Kal agenda Gang vulture became ^ ^ ^ ^ t „ lhe ^ r „ , ^ 

an all out war. a badle for irmiorial control .. . . . . . . .. _ „. . •.. 


" “■ \T" T Holmes helped Bern the Henrv IVco Jusi.ce 

he,ween Bh-nl and Cnphi-Cnp fdtelioMm ^ |W| ^ ^ tn 

SanyAa Shakur Monster K.sly V«m drwnhes the ^ 1(>fverv lnvUfKC i4 ^ in V mih 

BI«Mid/C rip conflici as A war loughi h iihtml .. ._. . . 


t Vnlral .ukI Iasi I A 


terms A wwr ’fought h rmv mam, nerrevun n ,rt AmcfKt|n ^ ^ ^ |% . ^ „„ 

anuhmg „l thru dipnoi Ih, Jr,uh u4l « m /hr |ls ^ w ^ ,f S 

thimumJ, wtumdrd, mumgm urNrm. mm ruml p#n . n|( ^ ^ ^ 

Mr. imlhiniiMr N,„mr n Urging „ m//v r(M( „ m ,vrmrnt ,n IA hu. mkmg lor 

The HkanlAnp war has la, over 22 yems j, m „ HarJ of nealth md pMnut 

prevented vuccccdmg gcncraimnv of LA youlh ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Hrff 

Irtun mounling any rcvrviance to Ihc vtaluv quo. ^ ^ f rffnm (|f (lrt „ h 

and given Ihc LAP!) dte cu uvc to stage Operamm ^ lhin4 . n lhr Ume , 

Hammer whwl, eniailed Ihc mmsomnd up o Antencnuc^lhmUtodeacW l,w,llunv,vc 
gang miprcU by pnhex fbouvandv « black and ^ ^ h|uniu| J|afKU , (kc , A% H unkc*r 
laiino youlh were attested and Iben nanrs entered H||| ^ , urvc ,| UfKf iamc „ venwapes 
.mu. police Hies as gang members Hjnis hjNc riw>win j > -gB-W Mk , p* 


Wuhlhegrnigiruecrd 1992 the balance .d p.nvcr ^ ^ (imtd ^marm separates I A 


in South Central began to slip away Iron, the 
l.API) and their paymasters In Ihe days aftet ihe 


nch Inmt its urban ptau h« lhe po*. there is a 
dillcrcnl kind ol "securilv" The US has Ihe 


announccntenl of the gang peace. thc HkoM rips ^ ^ , )||K . nl , n (hc «„h 

issued a scl .A gum pnqa^ls for rebuilding Ihc ^ ^ ( 4 , l(onua . lrom 

neighbourbiHHls. iranslmmrng lhe aly s scho.dc |W (|> ^ ^ <m jrkJ 

ainl educational pr.*ramntev replacing ^Ifare ^ ^ ^ tu| , uml| („ 

with gdw. community crettoNed law enl.ncmeni ^ BUi nuR . x w &i lhc , s 


and educali.mal piogrammcs replacing welfare 


uul si.mulai.ng economic devckqvnen. The m ^ ^ ^, u 

tTT i ,nu r:: * 2 : «•* ^ »**»^ ^»-««<* 4 

hdlnm for lhe rebu.klmg „Mhe erty. $ Nll.-m f« ^ ||u| (>J a hUk ^ VH1|h A(flca A , 


gd> crcaltnn, and STtll milium lor education 


Alman American acliv isi Assaia Shakur desenhes 


reium the BI<*»M rifw pledged to wiuk to end the |( Wr rtpr „rn, , J u hUuk.uU an 
dmgirade.nl A and re.nvc*u dre jtoamls and ,o fJm 0 „ im ^ Lu k a JtedNkmre hlrnkadr. and a 
• match funds l.w an AIDS research and awareness ^^ , (W hhrrU Ulr 


centre hi ScHilh Central and lamg Beach." lo be 
stalled by minority researchers and physicians 
"(ihe V» I hr Hammrts ami Mur/. BV Will 
HrlmiUthr City " 

The I API) acted immediaielv to aiiernpt lo break 
Ihe peace Karlicr aiiempls it. rebage the Cnps as a 
rcvoluitonarv force within ihc prison system. 


CHIAPAS, MEXICO 

On January Is, 1994 the North American Ltcc 
trade Agreement came into Bute allei two 
decades ol planning The Treaty removed all 
harncrv lo trade between the US. Mexico and 
Canada vuch burner, including trade lands but 


The LA gangs the Cnps and Bloods were the bastard children 
of the Panther generation 



Subcoownandante Marcos. 
EZLN spokesperson 


The accelerating impovcnshmcM of wort.mg daw 
living standards can only be maintained hy the 


/ 


ext 


•j/i 



Chiapas, occupied the municipal build 
mgs. burned official ihauincMs. opcnnl 
Bind warehouses to the poor, burned 
down town halls, and set lice over 2(1) 
pnstmers in attacks <m four pnsims 
Chiapas was the chosen battle ground 
Ire the hyj.N. who declared thru rebel 
lam to hr in line with Artick 49 ol the 
Mexican constitution, which stales that 
the people have, at all times, the 
inaitenabk right hi abet re mreiity thrir 
Iren, ol government Support tor the 
LVJ.N wav demonviraied aenwv Mexu.v 
Inmi demonstration' to graltili saluting 
the rehels Hontos rxpkaled in Mexico 
City and Acapukn 

On Nh January the L/I.N issued a 
.renmuntque Mere wr an ihr dradof 
allnmr\ dung om r again hut mm hi ih 
ihr tdtfrt l of laing Simultaneously the 
Mexican state moved to smash the 
uprising lhe IXuly lekgraph reported 
Wr/nr.vrt wru/ 7 wt/xritei/ tniurgmh 
urrr hound and thrn fon rd hi lir on Ihr 
ground hrlotr lhr\ m err dnU in Ihr haul 
in Ihr imirkr/plat r <>/ ihr lomn of 
thoungo in ChiafHii tiair " 15. 000 
toHips. hckoplet gunshtps arttlkry and 
hrenhrrs were dtvpakhed to Chiapas to 
suppress the uprising The Mexican 
military fired «m press and Red Cross petsonne 



Despite advertising the elite Vassar University, a 
black male has a much greater chance ol entering 
fail than higher education The US pnson 
population now exceeds 1.000.000 


response the National Democratic Convention 
called a Popular HcxUval Tnhunal to mvcatgalr 


when they tried to enter (kostngo. Tenefapa the result 

Oxhuc and rehcr towns A US human rights Mexico was desorbed hy Ihe nght wing IMrovun 
delcgatMm diwovcred that, as part ol a cover up aulhre Maim \argav l.kwa as "ihr prrfnl dula 
.qwratum the military had secretly buried 4h i,inhip htramr it t. lamouflugrd " The 


unidentified bodies in Luxtla Gutierrez and 
numenms v.epscs ot indigenous peoples in 
(kostngo 


camouflage, and the dictatorship remain in place, 
but the h/l.S uprising has shown Ihe povsihilily 
of a teal political alternative, and the estahlivhmmi 


On January I4lh ihr Cretgrrss <4 Indigenous and ,4 the National DenxxraUc { reivenlmn has moved 
IVasant l*eopk' met to declare solidarity with the forward Ihe creation of a dcmtaratK national 
iyj-N Peasant' in Ihc region began occupy mg rrmhitionan mo\rmrni The KZ1.N has declared 


areas owned hy nug* land owners 
The /apatistas Jcclared fhr rtlrrmr i ondilnuo 
in m hit h our Irllou ,ounln prof dr Inr havr <> 
■ ommon < auu ihr Uk k of hhrrr\ and demo i rut v 
H'r hr/te.r that aulhrniii mprt i fur lihrri\ am. 


W r tail nol lakr thr nmnin hoMagr W r nalhrr 
h ant nor art i ddr lo impo\r on nu/uwr Mruran 
wrirrt our dni. b\ thr font of our urm. ire ihr 
i urrrnl gorrmmrnl imptnri m profa I on ihr 
i ounln uah ihr fone of m arms 


dureigh the ( rewdulated Cnp Organ,salnm. were ^ l . |ummmcnU , ^ ^ |jNluf Uws jv 

hii4kcn h> iMiliilNHt ol within lhc Mem. u . . Cl 

. 7 . minimum wajsc in Mc%K 4» Maiikh ai 51 ccnls ms 

fd ** "J ^ hour SALT A was the l IS sprmgNwnl to exphuu 

the privm regntte Mm,la, methods were empk.yvd chl « a ^*1 

against the peace The federal Justice Department ... .... ■ 

; .. . .... proln and a vs cap hi to drive down real wages in 

dispatched an elite task rece .4 fcxkta marshals to . ,... , ' 

.2 . . .... . ... lire US Lre Mexican workers and peasants 

LA and acknowledged tha, ,h„ ,.. frunkh. thr NA| .- rA ll(|cffd ^ ,»k- pnantse .4 bell Halav. 

hggrarffonrrrr.lrdrnim w,use tonwntw 2» mtllnm Mcxwans a quartet 

The Justice Department s strategy was to apply . .. , ■ . . .. 

' * 7 . .4 Ihc population - live in absolute poverty 

RK O-fcderal anti-racketeering aws-u. indki the ' . . ’ , . 

* I nemploynKnt stands at lk'» Average food 


ihr proplr\ drmo> ratu mil art imhxpmuihh Marcos and the HZLN vee then ride as creating a 
rrguiirmrnh lor improving ihr aomunn and space by force of arms Ire popular revolt to 
»<« ni/ condition* m uhich Memo* Jupnitrued succeed Whalrxrr thr tatr Marcos wntes/ WV 
htr will ha\r ihr opportunity to dir m hulllr fighting. 

By laic January the PKI. aware ol the level of m*traJ of dung of diwrntn at Ihr imligrnoux 
suppiHi for the k/LN. declared a umlalctal cease- ptufdr of Chiapa . utuullt dir 


ccmsumpiHin 
drops every 
year In 199.1. 
15. (Ill mdtge 
ik his Mayan 

Indians. <hiI .4 
a total of I 
million, dted .4 
hunger, ntalnu 
muon re 
s lolcns c in ihe 
Chiapas 
province akmc. 
On I January 
1994 2(KN) 

guerrillas Iron, 
the Ejereilo 
Zapalisla de 
l.ihcracmn 
Nacmnal 
(EZLN) 
marched into 
seven towns in 
Ihc state of 


fire and agreed to talks The Interior Minister. 
Palnvmm (ion/ale/ Gamdo. a (renter governor «4 
Chiapas wah a history ol involvement in human 
rights abuses was forced lo resign Subsequent 
negotiations led to a govcrromnl commitmcnl to 
dramatically increased social spending and a 
human rights investigation 
In August 1994 the L7I N cimvcncd lhe Naimnal 
Drmneralte CreiventHW. inviting «*»» repreventa 
lives (4 Mexican "mil ux irtt " indigenous 
community leaders, dckgates I rum shanty towns, 
peasant parties, women s and gay groups 
/apaiista spiAcsperson Subcummandanle Marcos 
declared that thr aimed slroggk was on h4d "H'r 


RIGHT HERE, 

RIGHT NOW 

(Hi 24 June 1994 ihc liberal left New Statesman 
gwmal wnae " Wr arr /mug m dangrnmt limrt 
Michael Mansfield QC considers ihe Criminal 
Jusbcc Bill Ihr mini dnu onion ai t ihit gotrm 
mmt hat pul through He compares n to South 
Atnca with hurnimg orders wherever 2 re J urr 
galhrrrd logrthrr Thr drmo* ruin right lo 
drmonsinur i.« (rang ihmn thr pan 
lhe Criminal Jusikc Bill, and the history of 
repression of whah it is ihc culmination <fmm 


nilac attacks dunng lhe miners strike and New 

arr moving to onr tulr. although wr arr mu going J . . ' . . .. 


anas, wr hopr that this < onvrntion mil gar iu i 


IniemaiKinal dispute to thr harassment of travellers 


i i . . . and Ihc constant attempts lo introduce ID cards 

otuxirtumit lo return lo Ihr ulrmr Ihal we rente . . . . . . .. . „ 

” . . ... . w through ihc hock dorei gi»s to prove that British 

thr night from which we emerged Wr art . 2, . . 


... .. , . .. . . capital like its US and Mexican counletparu. has 

prepared lo shed more Mood if that it thr pm r ... 

' ' . ... .. . decided that lhe cost <4 dcmreracy. ol guaranteed 

that hat lo hr /had or a real dr nun ruth Mmgr m {’ * . 

ZT civil liberties and a welfare safely net ax the 

htr ino 

i i..i>u . . . ,_. .. . ,_. hcdnsk <4 vocul convensuv. iv a price it can nu 

In I9kk the PKI retained power through fraud.u 

compute, counting voice broke down when it wax ..**** „. . . . _ __ . 

IV IVU iku. L ft..*, smrn f* n.^.,dlteln»..™np«.«.dd. 


■ ,,. ^ h * __ dictatorship ot the proletariat meant thal fre movt 

declared would he a vote fra N ALTA and against r u * 

. vi . l i .v i j. .tv i4 lhe left dem urr un wasnl an issue, dernot- 


thc I/IN. hmk place at the end ol August The 
PRI wrei again, with 509 of the vole A UN 
monitoring group declared lhe result “deeply 
flatted " Names lud disappeared from Ihc 


ralk nghls Ire ordinary wrekmg class people was 
seen as rrformitl What was necessary was the 
replacement of the "sham" of democracy with the 


lotted Nankv nad oivappcareii irorn me . . , . 

d<.roi . MS a ■* ""rr” rm -7 “^*7" 

cv,d««.7l MIIVU.. ITS ,< pull. I. “«*™« 


of *e nght of . Mi capacity to mat 
A* Mike Davn wrote of LA m 1992. "I tee the 
opening at having a rtvrdmtuman democratic 
content amply hreause each of them cxmfiktt has 
usually been rr solved around the fuel dm) them 
clltzenthip nghtt cannot he minimally utiisftrd 
through die tuppotrdh democratic iuttMau of 
thu toned Thu luu forced the struggle for 
elementary democram nghtt. to lake a different 
form, tome limes an uuurrrctmnan form THE 
STRUGGLES FOR THESE MINIMAL RIGHTS 
HAVE TO FLOW RACK INTO THE STREETS ' 
With capital no longer having the capacity to 
underwrite reforms, the snuggle f dr reform, for 
civil nghts-fre demo c racy - can only succeed as a 
revolutionary struggle When Civil Rights 
marchers m Deny and Bdfasi n 68 and M were 
baton cturged. that much was clear It was dear in 
the I9B4-5 miners strike, when the raising of die 
demand for the nght to work was met with Ihc 
nulitansaurei uf die police force It was dor m LA 
in 1992 and in Chiapas in Jmmry 1994 
Bui if the struggle for democratic nghts is ib 
essence revolutionary, then the form of political 
■egamsaUon clung to as a model by the left cannot 
be adequate The Bolshevik party it hy its nature 
anti dcmreratk It camwt be therefore a weapon 
for the preservation and externa», of democracy 
As the KZLNv Suhcrenmandmle Marcos put it. thr 
crisis nf the Stalimu stales across Eastern Europe 
hnmghl m lo the thinking that lhe problem of 
power and the way forward for tociety it 
something that canmu hr resolved from above In 
thr end. the usual burr, the people, are alienated 
from thr ptdilit al pnwru " 

The EZLN me the clearest expression of the alter 
native, hut the efforts of the Panthers in the 70s. 
and ihc BkxxttTnps truce point to similw candu- 
sums The Panthers' political activities consisted of 
organising breakfast programmes to feed working 
class families, setting up Free Health Clinics, 
regamsmg educational classes, protecting Ihc 
community from police attack All of this would 
he considered reformist by the left - hut it was 
significant for two reasons I) because it met the 
interests artk dated hy the communities the 
Panthers claimed to represent and 2) it was hacked 
up hy force - the farce <4 arms 
Replacing ihe Leninist model of revolutionary 
organisation in practice is a new model of organic* 
tumid lhc party as servant of the class, guarantor 
of the interests of the class-m essence lhc guardian 
of the communities nght to organic, rather dim a 
substitute for lhe veil organisation of working dam 
communities The EZLN have argued The direr 
torstir of our arms hat never spoken about Cuban 
or Srnirr un udivm We have always spoken about 
the haste nght of the human Educatum. housing, 
health, food, land, good pay for our work, democ¬ 
racy Some mas tall this tonalum Wr toy. make a 
demos ratu space, make enough liberty w that we 
can decide who we agree with, and by “wr" / 
mean ihr people, mu the army " 

The EZLN has no political agenda of ib own It is 
directed hy the Indigenous Revolutionary 
Clandestine Committee which is made up of 
delegates Iron, indigenous and peasant communi¬ 
ties . mandated by village assemblies According 
to Marcus. “Thr proposal to shin Ihr uprising woi 
passed to all thr communities Everyone wro asked 
h hat they thought Then there was a durst vale It 
nat thr vamr when thr government proposed talks 
You haye hi go hi everyone of ihrse < ommunitiev 
hn aasr those who hose decided the war have to 
dendt if it will ship " 

Neither the EZl-N mu the groups thrown up by the 
community struggles in LA and elsewhere across 
Americas ghettos are perfect They me products <4 
siruggk But their experiences embody a powerful 
kssun democracy cm only he defended hy dcmoc- 
ralk revolutionary practices The EZLN. the 
Panthers, the Bhsxl/Cnp groups arc part of their 
cirnimuniUcs. accountable to them, acting in their 
interests, facilitating the nght (4 the cimmunities 
to organise themselves through Irate 
When the Panthers were lint framed in Oakland 
in 1967 they wicked with irthcr community groups 
ht get a vfcgi sign installed at a dangerous intersec¬ 
tion where children had been killed When the 
kval council refused to rexpond.tliey stepped the 
irallk at gunprent For the htg thinkers’ of the 
middle-class left this would just he “community 
wort "-hut it showed the Panthers could be a 
vchick fre the aspirations id their community, and 
that they could support those aspvaltemx by fanx 
Then agenda and the needs (4 the Mack working- 
class m Oakland were the same 
If wc want lo resist the attacks on democratic 
nghts embodied in the Criminal Justice Bill, their 
experiences will he i4 greater service to us than the 
petitions and placards of our own middle class 
pacifist left 

The task for working-class militants here is not to 
build a movement in the mirror image of the 
EZLN. nor to look to groups from the American 
ghettecs (4 the 1970s as a role model, but simply 
to apply (heir besom in practice today The revolu¬ 
tionary organisation has to he the property of the 
working class rather than a weapon against it The 
left’ will protest the introduction id the Cnmuiai 
Justice Bill.we have to rebuild a movement dial 
cm resist ns effects, a force that serves the interest 
of the class from winch it grows 
This should he the history wc look tom organising 
today, the revolutionary organisation has legiti¬ 
macy so long as N b part of the community, not 
divorced from it. posturing as some sclf-reekmf 
vanguard. 
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MO LOMBMR 'OURSELVES MOMS’ 


In the Aftermath of the 
IRA ceasefire Red 
Action speaks to 
Michael MacDonnacha, 
the Editor of 'An 
Phoblacht/Republican 
I News', on the future 
tactics of the 
Republican Movement. 



Rfd Action:'/(i light of ihr 
Republican Movement setting thr 
agenda of the Reace Process w far. 
what are Sinn tern s expectations 
given Britain \ past intransigence ?' 

Michael MacDonnacha: 

"Sinn Rin would always be very 
conscious of Britain's rule and 

duplicity in the past The difference for Insh I —- 

now is that we have helped to create language speakers, end to discnmina 
a climate where nationalist Ireland is lion All these issues we would 
more united in it’s approach than it regard as nghts rather than conceit- 
has been in the last I' years People skins * 

are also very conscious o( the failures RA: * Would yon hope for those in 
of British initiatives in that penod the shortterm?' 
and. as the Insh peace initiative said. jy| |). * lH1 u see them as 
we are determined that there should ^ (rf un cv „|s, n g poem, 
he no internal settlement An internal the Bntish government is 

settlement in the su counties won t ufkJcr „ shouk j 

work and a settlement must he based ^ as a s ,j. n of it s good 

on national self determination and W||| m |hf plnx%s Bu, lh cse things 
also on agreement between Insh ^ nght s and they shmkl he given u. 

"Thuy h*v* twicu hit «t th# City of London and art poM^ 
outaidn th« conference chamber* even ee we apeak, 
because It la widely known that e third such bomb would 
certainly end the pre-eminence of London as the world 
financial centre, which H has enjoyed since the 17th 
century. The same technology, the same careful planning, 
could destroy the Channel Tunnel, the Severn Bridge or any 
other strategic target In Britain. 

They have fought a war for a quarter of a century which has 
coat thousands of Uvea, which has twice targeted the entire 
British cabinet, which has forced greater distortions In 
British foreign, economic and military policy In the past 
half century than any enemy save the Soviet Union and 



Conflicting views of the Ceasefire 

There is no dilulion of Republican would you envisage Sinn tdin 
aims ’ adopting for Britain?' 

RA: * Would the removal of the M Mac l>: ’If is very importam thal 
loyalist vrto be seen in thal context, debate is opened up and il has in Ik- 
of an agreed Ireland, a persuasion Iasi year or so Obviously Ihe Iasi 
process?' weeks events have created a huge 


for democrats in Ireland and Britain RA: ’ What does deny Adams mean 
to advance the situation We must by bringing the protest hack to the 
keep the pressure on." streets ?' 

RA: 'What do yon think is the M Mac I): "The strategy is in a 
loyalist strategy for the fnture, both sense something that we have always 


long and short term?' had What is needed is a broad 

M Mac I): The lovalist paramili m*»vemenl for British withdrawal, 
tancs are always sensitive, thev very especially ... the 2b counties You 
much react to situations, and w ith any ^ » »»"> »* wnweship and 

perceived advance that they sec lor marginalisation of not only Sinn Kin 
the nationalist people thev tend to **« *' ,h Republican or 

react to it bv sectarian F® Br,,,sh 

killings of catholics, r———T-JJ— withdrew.! v *ws 
So tar one catholic has ^ 

been killed since the 

IRA announcement. **** ]" 

to hold hack lor a wuonlrf - with 

period or what strategy scan, and .« 

they will adopt But --- nude ,« very dilT, 

wc' must remember Paddy Mayhew. Nl Minister | cult for people to 
that they have been — organise in a 

armed bv British intelligence A *‘ H B,, " sh withdrawal 

ma|(H pari <*t demilitarisation must he The potential Un thal obviously 
an end to collusion between British now Nationalist feeling, in a 

forces and loyalists That's a ma|ot hd ' •»«*■*»«» 

pan ol what must happen in the nest lhcrc •» a U * «* F*""® 1 , ,hc,c 
few months The- whole psychology people see that the solumm 

of uni.Hi.sm and loyaltsm. ts so very » P""‘ b,c Mo i v i cmc "‘ has 

much attached to the unionist vet., happened so they would Iccl imnc 
There!.nr the- onus ts on the British hcuanc involved and what is 


of an agreed Ireland, a persuasion last year or so Obviously the last 
process?' weeks events have created a huge 

M Mac l>: 'Yes. the veto has been ^ » 

granted to the Unionists by the actually being Uilkc-d ah«ut and it has 
Bntish government. therefore can """cd «hi to the agenda of Bntish 
polities and thal creates an opening 


he withdrawn by the Bntish govern¬ 


ment at anv time TV hes. guarantee *'« everybody who wants to see 
of the unionist position is not a Mu* withdrawal to move in and 
Bntish guaranteed veto hut their own P«‘ »hc arguments lor democracy. 


I position in Ireland Because they 


both in Ireland and Bntam. because it 


make up a substantial sccihhi of the '* ™ »"'•* ^mxncy » 

p. f ulati.m Thev have a role to play ' ** 'ha. creates an opening 
in nc-g.mati.His and in working out an *<* F™* the removal of the 
agreed Ireland That's their best bocrdcasting han. wh.ch is ,m t. s las. 
guarantee of their future Why. vou ,C H V 0ntc ,hal s * !, ’ nc ,hc " lhjt 
have to ra.se the- question, if a more openings As always 

ma)ont> ol people in Hntain want to a "d right throughout the last 25 
sec a Bntish withdrawal and want to years, even more so now. there is a 
see an end to Ihe veto, it is absurd to "«d F' 

say that |% of the p.folat..Hi of the- ‘he democratic argument for Bntish 
United Ktngdom iso called., which w.thdrawal Ir.Hii Ireland on the 
would he the l 'nkmists. could have a and * ‘ fcha,CN and ,n cver > 

veto over thal. which in theory is the " ,bcf fawn, 
position at the moment In reality RA: 'lh you think thal John Major 
when the- moment comes when the- has thr political capabilities to see 
Bntish government does decide that this Peace Process through?" 
they'll leave it to Ihe Insh people the \f M„ t |) ; "Obviously he is under 


[Anti RnpubUcnn Columnift Ktvin Mynr* In thn lri*h Tlmn* 


people. Now the Bntish government 
has to respond to thal. because they 
have failed in the past I think thal 
because of our experience of them, 
we arc much better placed to actually 
deal with them ’ 

RA 'What concessions do yon see 
Ihe British making in the short 
term?' 

M Mar D: "Well wc have pointed 
out at this stage what Republican' are 
looking for are not concessions as 
such hut nghts W c would regard the 
release of political pnsonerv demili- 
tansalion. the removal of the RUC 
and the Bntish army (mm Nationalist 
areas, the closing of Border post' and 
the reopening of border mads, nghts 


people as of nght ’ 

RA: 'In the light of staled 
Republican objectives. Bnlisb 
withdrawal and Ike removal of the 
loyalist veto, are these now long 
term aims or can yon see them 
happening in the short term?" 

M Mac I): "The fundamental aim of 
Republicans is still a 32 county 
Republic Wc want to sec an end to 
partition and British withdrawal as 
sum as is possible The shape of the 
Ireland that we arc going to have has 
to he achieved by agreement Thai 
will take lime, it will take time also to 
naive the British to respond in a 
meaningful way We want to achieve 
peace and justice as sum as possible 


"Many peopi* believe we 
would not want to 
release Northern Ireland 
from the Untied 
Kingdom. To be entirely 
honest with you, we 
would-with 


government to say to the unionists 


needed is (or people to go hack to the 


veto will go by the hoard." 

RA: ‘What do you see us being the 


pressure from the Tory nght wing 
and from the unionists to a certain 


time span for Ihe release of extent The whole issue of Ireland 
prisoners?" and the way it is moving at ihe 

M Mac I): Tt s dittkuH to talk about '"" n *ni is «>f such histone impor 
lime spans Obviously wc are calling ,hd ' ^ ** P u,,,n »; 


for the release ol political pns.mcrs 


aside his political difficulties and 


How sum that is going .» come «W "*« " ,bc 


that ihcir future k-s with the rest ol «•* Republican demand' 

.he Insh people. «> that this psych.. •»* vrt "-» «** * Pf' 

logical pop which keeps um.Hi.sis in « K *- Bn "" h w " hdn,wul ^ ** <*** 
a scige mcntalilv can he ended They »««*• Kk ** °* pns..ncrv dem.l. 
can then lacc the reality of the peace urisation. bender roads Tills has 
process which is thal thev must throw •‘^'acls started Wc have had several 
in their kit with the rest of the Insh ^ ripened where pciplc 

people Thai will start a change in spontaneously went .ml In the h 
thinking ihcre It is very hard to say (’“unties people have been 
wh.ii the Loyalist paramilitary confronting Brush withers and RIK 


about is pnblemalic to try to guess h 
should he as warn as possible There 


ullimatelv it is to the k-nclit ol the 
Bntish and Insh pwpte that the issue 


,s no reason why all these- issues, tk- » "f^ved Ohsumsly Ma h n will act 
pnsimers. hmicr nmds. dem.l.t«nsa •" ,mn m,crcs ' s hetl " J * of 
in hi. shtmld not slan lo k- addressed ,hi " « ,hcT f ^ 


strategy is going to he There is 
diverse strands within it. there is 
obviously very undisciplined 


challenging tk*m and saying wc .ire 
not going to give y«m «mr name we 
challenge your nght to slip us on tk- 


now Things can move very rapidly. 
as wc have seen." 

RA: ’ What strategies and activities 


would obviously like him to take tk- 
so called statesman-like approach hul 
whether k- is likely to do lhal is 
anotk-r question The kg quc-siHHi is 


elements', different tactions so il is '<rcc-t. - «"•« U P fn,n ' 

extremely hard lo say Republicans vMfcngc to tk- British forces is 
won't he provoked Wc have urged happening This needs lo he 
Nationalists lo be vigilant. Wc are not increased We need lo sec it 
going to allow la.val.sts to derail the "lan.lcstcd in the streets, mnlh and 
. siHilh and also in Bntain 


the bottom line...the bottom line .. .the bottom line ...the bot 


Stickie Story No. 2 


Stickle Story No. 1 

yix-Stickie Chnsty Gorman now of Democratic Ldt a county 
*4 councillor in Navan. Co Meath, has recently k-ing show ing 
i U the true face of his party Not being satisfied with cheer 
leading for unionists ihnmgh ann Republican groups such as New 
Conscnus and ihe Peace Train. Gorman has now turned his 
attention to the Travelling Community in Navan. He recently led a 
gang of several hundred locals which evicted Travellers from a 
halting site in the town and has opposed plans to build an official 
halting site, as has a l.ak*ur CotWCiHor. Ironically il is Democratic 
Left TD Liz Me Manus wk> is chairperson of the Task Force on 
the Travelling Community, which supposedly exists to wipe out 
such racism 

/ t comes as no surprise that a party which supports Loyalism. a 
parochial version of fascism, in the six counties, should also 
exhibit blatant racism against an ethic gnmp in the South. No 
official action has been taken against Gorman which would indicate 
that he has the approval ol Democratic Lett tor his lynch mob 


Soowottt t getting worried.And It lent ue! 

ISm Voe* ol Hwttor tor clue I 




Tht Benntton lector? One example ol a negative adverting campaign to hit DtAlm recently 


C hris Hudson, a trade unionist and 
leader of tk- Peace Train organisation, 
has been in the news for his role as self 
appointed contact between the Insh govern¬ 
ment and the UVF and UFF Hudvm set up 
tk- Peace Train as a Workers Party Iron! and 
ousted anyone expressing anti Loyalist 
opinions 

Y Tudson approached labour tunctionary 
Fergus Finlay volunteering to act as 
A A go between with Loyalist paramili 
lanes, undoubtedly k- feels at krnic in such 
company' Meanwhile whai remains of the 
Stickles have also been claiming their place at 
the Peace Fonim. descnbmg themselves as in 
the anti sectarian Repnblicaa Socialist 
tradition' We think not' 











T in Bnuin f p cm to be divided 
iMo two tactical streams One 
openly promote* race attacks and 
harassment: the street persecution of 
nuntvuiet. racial, seuial or political. 
Its emulation of nui tactics and 
ideology is open and declared. The 
(*hcr seeks to profit from the agenda 
created by terrorist street tactics - 
immigration as a ‘problem’ and 
looks broadly to constitutional 
methods and electoral gains An NF 
election leaflet will talk of “humour 
rrpat nation". the Cll Flyer of 
Zykion B Si .i million satisfied 
customers" This will be familiar 
a variant on the nice and nasty 
upper routine The nice copper 
decs not cpenly participate 
in. or even csplicitly 
condone the brutality of 
the ‘street’ activities, 
hoping to profit as a 
respectable party of 
order, from the oppialu 
nines created by his 
nasty colleague Its a 
case of 7 dim I approve 
of mv colleague's msensi 
live hr hoy tour, hut if you 
dim i cooperate with mr ... 
what do you expect?' As wil 
the real thing, the nasty fascist 
may appear to take a back scat 
during a public relations drive by ihc 
nice guys. (Jr when (he opposition 
Irom parties on the left is supinely 
weak The first item on any fascist 
programme is the physical destruction 
of any independent organisation of 
the working class. Where indepen 
dent organisation doesn't exist, or is 
weak and flabby, fascism wins ibis 
vital first phase by default Fascism 
has far less dependence on the street 
gangs when it is not challenged or 
attacked A thriving constitutional 
fascism without a fcttshiscd apparatus 
of bodyguards, uniforms and par ami I 
ilancs. is an incontestable witness ol 
the irresolution and disorganisation ol 
the left ('onsiuutmnal fan ism is not 
‘noroviolent’ fascism. Ultimately, 
any anti democratic movement and 
fascism is ihc supreme exponent of 
anti-democracy is absolutely depen 
deni on violence to enforce its 
programme At the campaigning, 
ideological stage of its programme 
fascism will employ as a lactic - 
such democratic processes as are 
available. If fascism can establish 
itself as a real political force, as in 
Italy, without overt violence and 
street clashes, then «*f course it will 
The ideological programme can then 
be transformed into a practical 
programme and is transformed in 
ihc process of being pul into practice 
- by the immeasurably more powerful 
and rigorous forces of violence msli 
lutionaliscd in the stale The grcul 
danger is that ‘legal' fascism, which 
is to say lascism that is nol diet lively 
challenged by the left, is quickly and 
untdanisivcly absorbed into the poln 
ical mainstream Accompanied by the 
paraphernalia ol constitutional, media 
and bureaucratic processes, • fascists' 
become ‘rightwingers’, simullanc 
ously dismantling existing boundaries 
of political acceptability The concept 
of fascism is reserved as a marginal 
ising and scapegoating term of abuse 
for the dick heads in boots, caroou 
tlage wear, und badged up flight 
jackets. This process has already been 
completed in France and Italy ll is 
happening here Creatively 
spotlighting the same 'problem' as 
ihc lerror gangs, the legal fascists 
ajipcar to oiler a ‘soner’ solution A 
study ol the persecution of the Jews 
in pre-wai Germany illustrates mg 
only the lurid history of the lascist 
gangs demonised in ihc popular 
consciousness of the left, hut also the 
far more terrifying contnhution of the 
‘IcfaT tassists, the constitutional 
administrators and the bureaucrats It 
also, and just as importantly, demon 
stralcs the extent to which the legal 
fascism of the state and its associated 
apparatus penetrated the liberal 
values ol bourgeois democratic 
society. The half-baked, but often 
looted idea that Na/i (iermany was a 
civilised country intimidated by a 
plchian gang of demagogues, thugs 
and psychos the Al Capone theory 
of fascism - is just as dung emus as ihc 
currently fashionable altitude of the 
‘revisionist’ wing ol establishment 
(iemian historians, that il was all a hi 
of a cock-up really leading academic 
Martin Bros/al for example, accepts 
David Irving's argument, which he 
paraphrases in the following terms: 
"Thr dr strut turn of ihr Jews 
hr nan... nol only out of an aliened 
will-in druno turn hut at a wav out 


of a blind alley into which one was 
mannrmrrrd Omr begun and insti¬ 
tutionalised the process of lirpudatum 


To anyone who made the effort to 
know, the end resuit of the nan perse 


la November 1932. 
nearly 14 million out of 43 million 


in the end did in fact evolve into a 
comprehensive programme' . ” (RA's 
emphasis) The idea is that a sttua 
non' arose which no-one (not Hitler, 
not Himmler, not Geobbcls - not 
fascism) had forsccn or intended 
There is even the implication that the 
situation was one. into *which one 
was manoeuvrred * presumably, by 
the character or the cunning of the 
victims 


themselves The 
way is then (pen fur the rehabilitation 
of na/i ideology Ihc essence of the 
na/i fascist slate is supposed to be 
separable from the runaway 
‘accident’ of the extermination 
camps This clears the way (or 
emergent neo-fascist parties to claim 
lhai ‘nasty’ fascism is a thing of the 
past, a caprice of history Acceptable, 
bourgeois, legal lascism. is a possi 
hilly Italian neo-fascist leaders of 
the MSI. now members ol a coalition 
government, condemn whai they call 
N fascism 


cuUon was clear from the Mart. There voters. 33%. gave their vote to the 
was even an immediate historical NSDAP resulting in 196 setts - down 
from the 37% high of the summer 
I by Simon The nans were actually outnumbered 
Petlura had murdered over 60,000 by the socialists and communists 
Russian Jews. Jew baiting look place combined It was the last free 


in 

explicit 


; in Ji 


1933 


anti semitism was now 


coupled with the real potential for took power. A young Jewish hoy of 



RISE OF NAZISM 

Hiller joined the German Workers 
Party m 1919. The following year, it 
changed name to the NSDAP and 
with 60 members, adopted a new 23 
point programme It had a strongly 
anti semiue content. Jews were in 
have citizenship withdrawn and 
would not he able to vote or to 
hold public office Its practical 
proposals however, were mild 
compared to those of say. the 
NF today: only those Jews 
who had entered Germany 
since 1914. some 18.000. 
were to he repatriated In Man 
Kampf written a couple of 
yean lata. Hitler was to outline 
Ihc basis of later iu/i I'Mzi* 
om the German word for 
national, ‘nattonal’) legislation 
“Rational anti semitism must lead to 
a systematic legal opposition and 
rliminutum of the special privileges 
which Jews hold...Its final ab j ective 
must unswervingl\ be thr removal of 
the Jews altogether. " In what could 
pass as a parody of contemporary 
neo-na/i utterances even down to the 
leaden 'humour'. Hitler spoke of the. 

rrmosal /or humane repot natum'I 
of the Jews from our natum. nol 
because we would begrudge them 
their existence - we nmgratulalr the 
rest of the world im their i ompans 
but het ausr the existence of our own 
natum is a thousand limes more 
important to us. " In May 1924. the 
na/is introduced a 


DEM0NISAT10N 

The first point to emerge Irom the 
pre-war history of the Jewish persecu¬ 
tion. is that ihc mass support for the 
iu/i movement did nol perceive itsdl 
as an active promoter ol the terror, 
torture and death camps that were the 
logical outcome of na/i policies The 
mass of people, even the people ol 
Na/i (iermany. don't begin by 
consciously voting for systematic 
terror and mass murder l ie them, the 
core na/i activists would have been 
regarded as patriots and nationalists 
who occasionally, when things under 
siandahfy got out o< hand, gave their 
political opponents, and especially 
Jews, a hard lime I sen in its final 
phase, the extermination of the |ew i\h 
people was nol referred to explicitly 
by even Ihc na/ificd sections of the 
German stale The German bureau 
cracy developed an enure language of 
euphemism mass slaughter for 
example, was referred to as "The 
final solution of the Jewish qurstum " 
F.vory political party, even a na/i 
party, will in ils public proclamations, 
disown, disguise or distance ilsclf 
from a programme ol mass persecu¬ 
tion and icmw. ll will seek lo portray 
its policies as sell defence against 
attack The dcnMHUNdivi) ol (iennan 
society during the na/i era as a 
uniquely guilty generalion. should he 
resisted This ‘drmonisalion' is in 
practice a method ol reiccting pural 
lets with currents in contemporary 
societies nco-na/is become ‘phones 
na/is’. Ii is way of saying, “we re 
different, il couldn t happen here '*. 
Most non party supporters dunng the 
thirties would have claimed that the 
na/is were a normal if extreme, 
constitutional party — a valid democ¬ 
ratic choree even as democracy was 
being dismantled Up to at least 1938. 
Ihc na/i leadership ilscll was 
constrained lo operate a stop go' 
policy by the absence of active partic¬ 
ipation in ihc persecution by ils own 
mass support. The na/i state 
apparatus was obliged to develop a 
strategy for periodically distancing 
itself from the 'excesses' of its auxil¬ 
iaries on (he street. Yet there is 
absolutely no doubt that the na/i 
leadership and its special formations, 
preeminently the SS. was engaged in 
a policy of mass terror and extermina¬ 
tion from ihc beginning. Hitler wrote 
in the final chapter of ‘Mein Kainpf 
(written in the mid- 1920s) that: "If at 
the beginning of the war and dunng 
the war. twelve or fifteen thousand of 
these Hebrew corrupters of the 
people had been held under poisim 
gas...the sacrifice of miliums at the 
fnmt would not base been in vain. '* 


"We heard that Hiller had become 
Chancellor. Everybody shook As kids 
of ten we shook " 

Kvcn then, the NSDAP were not 
openly the mun of die concent ration 
camps and the Gestapo: as national¬ 
ists and patriots, they still relied on 
the constitutional mechanisms of the 
bourgeois slate No more than in 
Bnuin in 1994 would the German 
electorate in 1933. have voted under 
free conditions for the louliunanitm 
of the permanent dictatorship, the 
concentration camp, the torture 
chamber und thr death camps Hven 
the Jewish people themselves, in the 
words of one of them. 

“could not possibly believe that this 
cultured German nation .the one 
which was the most cultured of the 
peoples of the world ....would resort 
lo such muputous dungs ." 

The implementation of the nui 
programme was cumulative, it look 
time: the logic of fascism was obliged 
lo unravel by degrees 

CONSTITUTIONAL 

FASCISM 

As with ihc Italian fascists in the MSI 
today. Hitler took power through a 
constitutional coalition with 
respectable nght wing partners, the 
nationalist DNVP and a number of 
Catholics. He was appointed 
Chancellor under article 48 of the 
Weimar constitution which, withait a 
trace of irony, allowed the President 
to invoke dictatorial power lo protect 
democracy' An F.mcrgcncy 
Decree followed While many 
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motion into the 
Reichstag intended 
lo place all members of ihc Jewish 
nice under special legislation A lew 
months later, they proposed a hill "to 
bring about then immediate removal 
from office " This was being written 
by a group of ‘isolated fanatics’ less 
lhan ten years before the actual legis 
laiion began lo he passed into law To 
have people to leave a country, they 
first have lo he made non citizens ol 
dial country Being a non ciii/en has 
an actual as well as a formal meaning 
it means being systematically 
deprived ol work, property and 
freedom The history of even Na/i 
Germany shows that this occurs as a 
I>runacted legal process. From a base 
ol 60 members in 1920. and some 
3.000 at the lime of die lormalion ol 
die siormiroopcrs of the SA in ihc 
summer ol 1921. the NSDAP took 
XOO.OOO votes, less lhan 2% in 1923 
This is rather less than the BNP or NF 
lake in selected areas now Jews were 
blamed for every failing of the 
economy and jewixh individuals 
attacked in the streets. In 1926. Ihc 
membership had risen to 17.000; w ith 
die black uniformed SS (‘Protection 
Squad') ailhc centre Although street 
fights were common place, il was ik* 
until I January 19.30 that the SA 
registered its first killings eight Jews 
were murdered. Not until after the 
great depression began to take hold in 
1929. did the rums break through to a 
mass vole of 6.3 million and 107 setts 
(September 1930). The breakthrough 
was entirely unpredictcd The SA 
were active in terrorising both 
communists and jews during the 
election campaign - 78 Jews were 
wounded in assaults. Synagogues and 
Jewish cemeteries began to be 
desecrated On 3| July 1932. the na/is 
won 230 scats with .37% of the vote. 
Hitler refused to form a coalition 


jews were beaten iw arrested, political 
opponents were top of the hit-list. 
Public meetings and left wing 
newspapers were immediately 
suppressed as a threat lo public 
scvuniy Trades Union buildings and 
members were attacked in the streets 
These were icrmed individual 
operutums' lo diffcrcnualc (hem from 
directly state sponsored Prolonged 
periods of detention were authorised 
and were used straightaway against 
Ihc communist and socialist nppnsi 
lion The moves were presented as 
defence against an imminent commu¬ 
nist putsch, the enemy within • as the 
defence, not the abolition of democ¬ 
racy The totalitarian society was built 
within llie structures of (he bourgeois 
liberal stale, not by demolishing 
them Al the end of February, the 
Reichstag was scl on fire by the na/is 
themselves as a 'provocation'. The 
next day. Hitler obtained a fresh 
senes ol ‘emergency decrees' to 
ward off “i ommuntsl nets of violence 
against thr stale" They suspended all 
fundamental freedoms of assembly, 
of the press, of speech, sanctioned the 
invasion of privacy (of post and 
telephone) and of house search The 
death penalty was introduced for a 
range of broadly defined offences. 
Any form of dissidencc was to he 
dealt with under the form of 'high 
treastm' New courts were introduced 
to examine those held under the new 
charges The na/i vote in the subse¬ 
quent March elections increased to 
44%. still not an outright majority 
the coalition had lo be renewed. To 
buttress the campaign of legal intimi¬ 
dation. the (error of the na/i 
paramilitaries was stepped up against 
their political opponents, communists, 
socialists, trade unionists, and Jews. 
The siomumopcrs were out wrecking. 


burning and looting opponent's 
offices; betting, arresting and 
detaining agitators' who 
“continued lo cause unrest " in 
the new concentration camp at 
Dachau. In April 1933. there were 
under 100 Jews among the 1.000 
plus German ettirent held there. 
On the other hand, the jews were 
from the first the object of special 
acts of sadism which frequently 
ended in death Many of the nazi 
squads set up their own ‘wild’ 
concentration camps in whatever 
buildings came to hand By July, 
ova 26.000 Germans were in 
‘protective custody’ in Berlin 
alone From October, a new 
regulation staled that ‘agitators' 
in the camps were lo be hanged 
Against this indispensable 
background of terror, and with the 
vain of the Centre catholic party, 
on 23 March Hitler bolstered his 
legal powers by an ‘F.nabllag 
Act’, giving the government ihc 
power to do as its pleased, 
without recourse to the Reichstag. 
The nans solemnly promised that 
the new authority would he used 
with due restraint. The cnnstitu- 
(Nwi could henceforth he amended 
as Hitler decided for the next four 
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years. Hit la lata used this power 
to make the FjiabUng Act perma 
nett By July 1933. Germans was | 
a one party stale and the NSDAP 
was that party The DNVP and the 
catholics had been persuaded to 
dissolve themselves "The parts has 
now become the stale", as Hitler 
declared. The process of converting a 
bourgeois democracy to a htalitanan 
stale with the full apparatus of terror 
was substantially complete within six 
months, and was perfectly constitu 
lional The spontaneous lerror of the 
street gangs, die demonised or plchian 
‘nasty* fascists, was steadily 
becoming institutionalised in the 
planned and systematic tenor 
imposed by the administrative 
machinery and armed bodies of the 
stale Ihc ‘legal’, ‘constitutional’ 
fascists. As m Mussolini's Italy, there 
hod proved to he no impermeable 
membrane isolating Ihc institutions 
and practices of the bourgeois 
capitalist stale from those of the 
fascist capitalist stale. The poison of 
fascist street violence and hatred was 
steadily transfused into the blood¬ 
stream of the bourgeois body politic. 
There was no fascist revolution 

LEGALTERROR 

In a pattern that was lo become 
familiar, orchestrated outbursts of 
street lerror were followed by 
ostensibly reactive' legislation 
legalising the tenor Already in 
March 1933. the SA thugs had been 
busy smashing up Jewish shops and 
businesses. Glass fronted shops were 
an obvious and tempting target 
Police protection lor Jewish owned 
concerns was generally found to he 
unavailable (joenng slated: '/ refuse 
to make the police the guardians of 
Jewish department stores ." Just as ihc 
political institutions of tlte bourgeois 
stale proved receptive to fascism, so 
there was no membrane' isolating 
party actions from softer but 
ultimately more lethal responses of 
civil society as a whole. By October, 
thousands of calcs, shops, towns and 
villages displayed placards 
announcing “Jews nol wanted", ll 
was a campaign that was lo gam 
momentum the lollnwing year, when 
after local outbursts of terrorism, a 
number of villages announced lhal 
they were now Jew free By ihc end 
of 1933. .36 Jews had been murdered 
By the end at 1934. some 30.000 of a 
total of 300.000 those who could 
had emigrated. This had increased In 
73.000 dunng 1935. Thereafter, the 
figures fell precipiiously Already, the 
limits of humane repatriation' 
helped along hy judicious doses of 
lerror. were in sight Prominent Jews 
who look their case to Gocnng 
showing him photographs of Jews 
hang made to scrub streets by gangs 
of na/i touts. Goermg smilingly 
assured them that the perpetrators had 
“already hern punished". Hven at 
this date, certain legal forms - fictions 
- had lo be publicly acknowledged 
although they could he blatantly 
disregarded in practice. Some confu¬ 
sion and hesitation still remained in 
ihc ranks of the regular bureaucracy. 
In Breslau, the police did intervene lo 
prevent SA men wrecking a Jewish 
store The SA then broke into the 
courts, seizing Jewish officials. Their 
aryan colleagues didn't know what lo 
do. so tlicy did nothing Prompted by 
the na/i hierarchy. Julius Stretcher the 
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editor of the anti-scmitic shea Der 
Stunner began to organise .« 
boycott committee in retaliation for 
Jewish atrocity stones Nazi leaders 
reacted to this public pressure' by 
organising an official ‘Central 
Committer for Defence Against 
Jewish Atrocity and Boycott 
Propaganda' All party umts were to 
form boycott committees lo impic 
ment a ban on Jewish stores, violence 
was officially forbidden', hul limul 
tancously ihe police were instructed 
not lo interfere Attacks on Jewish 
businesses exploded throughout 
Germany On April 4 Gnebbels then 
announced the end of the boycott; the 
na/i leadership fell thai such 
prolonged demonstrations of this kind 
were still premature Domestic and 
international opinion was still not 
wholly reci*xiled to such adventures 
Many government agencies contiMued 
lo deal with the Jews with the confect - 
ness and courtesy lhal had ’Been 
developed dunng the Weimar regime 
Such attitudes had to he worn away 
by a steady process of attritional 
lemir The pattern of spontaneous 
outbursts of street action, followed by 
legislation that legitimised in a legal 
form, the original illegality of the 
attacks, was repeated against Jewish 
lawyers and judges. From March 



1933 onwards, violence hacked by 
low level administrative actions had 
forced hundreds of Jews from their 
position as judges or lawyers 
Journalists, musicians and academics 
faced a similar onslaught Already on 
March 11, (he Department of Juatice 
responded to what it called "the 
wishes of the people" hy reducing the 
numbers of Jewish legal officials. The 
measures were extended two weeks 
lata. Jews would no longer be able to 
practice in criminal cases, nor would 
Jews he allowed on Junes. Hven when 
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m 1933. tome 
10.000 were eliminated in dm 
fini wave of terror 'Aryan 
owner* of xmall buvmevxev had 
found that (he persecution of the 
lew« wax a profit making 
concern bu<vine%» could only 
flourish with »o many competi¬ 
tor* removed Likewise the 
immediate beneficiaries of this 
new legislation were middle cla»» 


them as a threat to the regime they 
had made possible. Only the elite 
* officer class' of the SS with its 
impeccable bourgeois credentials • 
were now regarded as reliable. On 30 
June. 1934. anaind 200 of the tup SA 
men were butchered including their 
leader Ernst Rohm The attack was 
perversely presented by the na/i 
authorities as a toning down of the 
esccsses. a reversion to due legal 
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in control of the entire political, professionals and bureaucrats, whose 
administrative and police apparatus, careers received an immediate shot in 
the NSDAP still tound it expedient to the arm due to the immense number 
progress as if in response t»> uncon- of vacancies created around them 
trollable' extreme elements The The NSDAP could increasingly count 
NSDAP was to some extent still on the support of both groups Having 
fettered by the power of the tradi- barred Jewish people from public life. 


lional ruling classes, who began to 
feel twinges of unease: after all. 
though the attacks on people and 
property were confined to Jews, the 
na/i squads that now constitututed 
public opinion' were assuming 
rights over institutions that rightly 
belonged to them The President. 
Hindcnhurg. for instance, protested 
that at least those Jews who had 
served in the German armies during 
WWI. should be exempted Hiller re 
emphasised the na/i movement's 
public commitment to legality "7V 
solution of this problem will be 
carried out legally. and not bv capn- 
emus acts " Yet once again, the 
framework for the legalisation of 
what had previously been illegal had 
already been set in place by the 
outburst of these " capricious mis ''. 
Two days later on April 7 1933. the 
first anti-Jewish law of the new 
regime was published It was the first 
of almost 401) It was called the Law 
for the Restoration of the Pmfessional 
Civil Service. Jews and political 






opponents of the na/is were to be 
excluded from all civil service 
appointments An accompanying law 
barred non-aryan* trom practising the 
law Other additional measures 
followed in quick succession, 
removing non-aryans from remaining 
public positions School and other 
academic positions were soon 
included in the scope of the disabling 
acts. The direct bencficianes of the 
attacks upon Jewish business 
concerns had naturally been their 
'aryaa' commercial rivals. Of 50.000 


it remained to decide who was a Jew 
and who was not. The na/is decided 
that a ‘non-aryan’ was anyone who 
was “descended from mm-anan 
espet tolls Jewish, parents or grand 
parents ’ Henceforth, every civil 
servant had to prove aryan descent, 
through birth certificates, marriage 
certificates etc Eventually, compli¬ 
cated genealogical questionnaires 
were required to clear up ambiguous 
points In practice, difficult cases had 
to he referred to "the expert on racial 
reseanh" appointed by the Ministry 
of the Interior Sub-categories were 
arbitrarily invented to cope with the 
innumerable anomalies, later, they 
were to decide whether an individual 
was exterminated or merely 
performed sluve labour l-ater in April 
1933. new laws followed, banning Ik 
jewish ritual slaughter ol animals, 
na/i propaganda had long depicted 
the practice as "inhumane In July, 
the l aw on the Revocation of 
Naturalisation and Annulment of 
German Citizenship' was passed 
cancelling the citizenship of all 
'undestraNes' In September. Jews 
were debarred from inheriting farm 
property (the ‘sad* being a particular 
object of nazi mysticism) In ihc 
wake of this stream of legislation the 
•German federation of Judges' did 
their Ml by pledging their support lor 
the new "wiii/w/i Herman legal 
ssstem What had begun as straight 
forward jew-bashing in the streets 
had now. without effective protest, 
received the highest legal sanction 
The intellectual establishment, in 
virtual unanimity leant their prestige 
and good will to the new order for 
good measure, the Protestant clergy 
gave their blessing to the project the 
Catholics expressed their solidarity 
through the papal Concordat, signed 
in September 1933. signalling their 
determination to live in harmony 
with the Jew baiters of the Third 
Reich In what was historically, a 
barely measurable span of time, the 
fascism of the demagogues and street 
gangs had become almost seamlessly 
integrated into the fabric of bourgeois 
culture and sensibility 

PURGE OF THE PLEBS 

Only sections of the winking class 
held hack The socialist and commu¬ 
nist vote combined in the free 
elections before the Hitlerite regime 
of January 1933. had almost equalled 
that of the NSDAP Even in March. 
1933. na/i candidates received less 
than 3*4 of the vote for the factory 
committees And curiously, the most 
threatening expression of discontent 
emerged from the movement which 
had been in the vanguard of the entire 
process the plebian siormlmopers 
of the SA. for all their brutality and 
sadism, the loyal looting and destruc¬ 
tion they had meted out. they, unlike 
the middle classes, received no 
commensurate reward Now 
numbering a potentially de stabilising 
4 million, the na/i leaders regarded 


processes The nice copper had finally 
triumphed over his nasty colleague 
After Hiller merged the posts of 
Chancellor and President in August 
1934. many observers imagined that 
the worst atrocities were over The 
new stale appeared to he consoli¬ 
dating; no new anii-scmilic legislation 
was passed during 1934 The pause 
was no more than a screen for 
external adventures In March 1935. 
nazi party branches were instructed to 
renew the campaign of terror and 
intimidation against remaining Jewish 
businesses The campaign expanded 
into wholesale forms of social 
apartheid Jews were forcibly 
prevented from entering cinemas, 
swimming pools, theatres, restaurants 
etc Public transport was closed to 
them by Ureal authorities following 
objections from members of the 
public Jewish newspapers were 
forced to close Most of the persecu¬ 
tion was initiated and enforced by the 
gangs of hard core nazi activists; yet 
it met with increasing levels of 
passive toleration and encouragement 
hy the mass ol the German people 
TTie social distance between the entire 
Jewish community and all those 
outside it. grew steadily Then. just as 
suddenly , the party called a halt to the 
atrocities the SS paper ominously 
announced “The Jewish Questum is 
one of our people's most burning 
problems it will not be solved by 
terror in the streets " A more system¬ 
atic method was in the process of 
formulation The terror actions of the 
na/i squads could not be entirely 
controlled they could he unpre¬ 
dictable Even top nazi officials 
complained that " irresponsible jew 
bailings " made their jobs more diffi¬ 
cult The plebian character ol the 
nasty fascists continued to discon¬ 
cert the respectable, bourgeois 
elements even within the nazi party 
itself Attacks on Jewish businesses 
caused considerable economic dislo¬ 
cation: non-aryan businesses could 
suffer where persecution was insuffi¬ 
ciently systematic foreign businesses 
or governments complained A fine 
balance had to he struck Discontent 
went so far that an order was drafted 
to instruct the police to intervene in 
the more outragcxius mob actions: but 
it wasn't issued On the whole the 
NSDAP fell that outbursts of street 
violence continued to he necessary 
for "political-emotional and abslrat I 
ideological considerations " As 
before, the street violence, the mob 
actions, were legitimised and super 
seded by u rush of new legislation 
Coinciding with the annual NSDAP 
congress at Nurcmburg. the anti 
Jewish laws that became known as Ihc 
‘Nuremburg l-aws’ were passed On 
15 September 1935. the l^w for the 
Protection of German Blood and 
German Honour, imbued with the 
insight that the punts of Herman 
blood is prerequisite far the 
continued existence of the Herman 
people", was accordingly introduced 
The ‘purity of (ierman Mood' now 
became a legal categiey. and Jews a 
legally segregated minority Marriage 
and sexual relations between 
Germans and Jews were forbidden 
Once again, this legalised a situation 
that had already become established 


through other, direct means Social 
pressures and outright violence had 
already effectively outlawed such 
relations The hatred and bigotry of 
the plebian street level fighter had 
metamorphosed into the full 
apparatus of bourgeois ideology, 
administration and enforcement The 
Reich Citizenship law was passed at 
the same time In place of the doctrine 
of the equality ol all men. deriving 
from the french Revolution, it was 
declared that rights and obligations 
derived from racial characteristics. 
The distinction between arbitrary 
actions of the mob. and the due 
processes of the bourgeois stale based 
nolionally on the universality and 
equality of rights, so vital within 
capitalist ideology, had been substan¬ 
tially eroded Through 1937. the nazi 
racial state operated pretty much 
within the limits that would have been 
envisaged by the 40** or so of the 
population who had voted for its 
policies. Slogans of the type. 
‘Germany for the Germans’, with 
jews as second class citizens, had 
been put into practice. Even at the 
beginning of I93K. it could still be 
argued that the record of Nazi 
Germany was still unexceptional by 
the standards of contemporary 
bourgeois democracies. The differ¬ 
ence between the condition of the 
Jews as second class citizens in the 
nazi racial stale, and the second class 
citizens of countries that trumpeted 
the rights ol man. remained one ol 
degree. The numbers of Jews in 
concentration camps had actually 
dropped No more than 200 Jews had 
been killed, the Jewish community 
was deprived ol certain political, 
social and economic rights but could 
still work and own property. lens of 
thousands were pushed into emigre 
lion, hut still, allowed to leave The 
essential and distinctive quality of the 
nazi racial state - the elimination as 
opposed to ihc oppression of its 
second class citizens was still to he 
put into practice It was at this point 
that the racism passed over into true 
fascism In January I9.3X. the system 
otic attack on Jewish economic 
activity was launched Some 40.0111) 
Jewish firms still existed. It had 
proved impossible to eliminate them 
all haphazardly the economic cost 


squads to eat grass, clean gutters and 
toilets with their hands while being 
beaten hy their torme"‘«»rs. together 
with the rest of the perverted nazi 
repertoire Several died during these 
activities which were termed ’happy 
hours’ In June, orders were issued 
for 200 Jews to he arrested in each 
police district and sent to 
Buchcnwald In the light of the 
impending war. it was plunned to 
extend the camps functions first as 
forced labour camps, and then, as 
sources of slave labour Hus eventu 
alily had been long prepared As tar 
hack as ihc constitution written for 
the 1923 Putsch, it was proclaimed 
that concentration camps were to be 
established to house all ’persons 
dangerous lo secants and useless 
eaters " The re-organisation ol the 
camps was entrusted by Himmler to 
Theodor ideke Appropriately. Eickr 
had been personally committed to a 
lunatic asylum by Himmler himself, 
before being released and appointed 
as commandant at Dachau in June 
1933 In May 1934. he was appointed 
’ Inspector of ( oncentration ( amps 
and Commander of SS Guard 
l Mts’ (the ’Death's Head' units) By 
March 1935. there wen* 7 camps with 
a population o| lO.tNNI The smaller 
camp* were closed as the number of 
inmates tell Then, during the summer 
of I93X. Buchcnwald. Dachau and 
Sochscnhausen were enlarged to fulfil 
their new mle 

FINAL SOLUTION 

The two strategies of street terror 
hacked hy administrative decree, 
were finally united in a massive wave 
of terror On November 7. I93X a 
German diplomat was killed by a 
Polish student whose parents had 
been rounded up by the Gestapo 
(ioehhcls orchestrated the backlash 
Party meetings were lield in each area 
which assembled the local tenor 
squalls, bulk’s and sadists anxious lor 

a little action Tky set fire to 
synagogues. Jewish businesses and 
homes Individual Jews were attacked 
and 100 killed It was the most 
heavily orchestrated pogrom to dale 
in Hiller's words, the SA "slumhl he 
ulloweil lo have a fling “ 

In a complementary actum the police 
urresled as many of the wealthier |cws 


“Decree am the Penalty Payment by 
Jews who are German Subjects*' 

imposed a billion mark fine on the 
collective Jewish community for the 
damage caused during the 
Kristallnachl events. Barred from 
receiving any fivms of stale help, the 
entire Jewish people were now desti¬ 
tute. stateless, without any rights and 
wholly defence levs On 14 December. 
Goring sent a memo to all nazi 
officials ordering all ‘unrontrollaMr' 
actions against the Jews lo stop 1 The 
amateur thugs operating the street 
termr were losing their firmer signifi¬ 
cance: the plebian louts of the SA 
gave way to the better class of profes¬ 
sional sadist in the SS. Once the state 
is free to perform the functions of the 
mob. the mob k’comes redundant 
counter productive in fact The ‘legal’ 
process had ran its course No furthei 
anti Semitic legislation could make 
any funher social or economic 
impression on Ik* German Jews. 
Curtailment of commercial, political 
and social freedoms had inevitably 
culminated in the creation of a 
ghettoised. destitute, racially defined 
group of non-citizens whose utter 
powerlessness cones ponded perfectly 
to the all powerful machinery of ihc 
SS and ihc concentration camp By 
1939. the SS numbered 250000 On 
January 21 1919. Hiller told the 
Czech foreign Minister. “We are 
going to destroy the Jews Thes are 
mu going to gel anas ssilh wluil thes 
tlul "O 9 \mrm/v< Ml tin I'us | "I 
ret konmg has i ome " A week later, 
k told the Reichstag "I base often 
hern a prophet in mv life and u os 
generally laughed at During mv 
struggle for passer, the Jews rrt eivea 
ssilh laughter ms prophet it s that I 
would sometlas assume the leader 
ship of thr stale and of the entire 
Volk ami then a< lime a solution ol 
the p'wish problem Today I will he a 
prophet again r/ international 
finante Jew ry should succeed imee 
more in plunging thr peoples into a 
world war lin n the i otnequem r w ill 
be .the annihilation of the Jewish 
nu e in T.urofu " The final objective 
of Ihe nazi regime could hardly be 
stated in clearer terms Soon alter the 
outbreak of war in October 1939. 
Adolf Eichmunn took control of the 
“Emigration and Evacuation" 


had so far tnunipk’d over ideology 
Now. the plans tor full Mast expropn 
alion were activated. In April a decree 
was issued, entitled ‘Decrre 
regarding the Reporting of Jewish 
Property ’ Every Jew had to compile 
an inventory of everything they 
owned. In July a list of Jewish 
businesses that were to be liquidated 
by the end of the year was published 
Jewish doctors were forbidden to 
practise All Jews were now required 
to apply for identity cards, to be 
earned at all limes. As a background 
to the rhythm of this legislative 
attack, the attacks on the remaining 
Jewish stores were renewed Already 
in January I93X. the scope of protec¬ 
tive custody hud been extended to all 
"persons w hose brhavumr endangers 
the eastern e and security of the Volk 
and Ihe stale" In addition to Ik 
arrests ol politicals and anti-socials, 
mass Jewish arrests kgan in May 
Most were sent to Dachau. Gmlcxquc 
street scenes of bullying and sadism 
were encouraged by the aulhontirs 
elderly Jews were forced by SA 


as could k held in ’pruterlive 
custody' the concentration camps 
(Her HI.kill went to Buchcnwald. 
Dachau and Sochscnhausen where 
almost a thousand were murdered 
Eight thousand were evicted from 
Berlin, including patients in hospitals 
and old people's homes Tk 
shuttered plate glass of Jewish 
premises gave tk actum its name 
kristallnachl Over 7.000 Jewish 
businesses were destroyed On 12 
Novemkr. Hitler wmte to Gocnng. 
the Jewish question must now orn e 
and for all. In- 1 "unlimited ami soiled 
one was or the other " Tk linal 
legislative building blocks were pul 
into place to enforce a ngid apparatus 
of apartkid Jews were forbidden 
entry to public places and placed 
under a curlew Jewish children were 
finally barred In mi state schools The 
idea of formal gklloes wav aired 
The “Decree on Eliminating the 
Jews from German Economic I Jfe" 
was passed, effectively excluding 
jews from any forms of employment 
With typical sadistic logic, the 


department It was soon to kenme 
Ik department ol “Jewish and 
Evacuation XfTairs" and Irom Us 
office. Eichmunn was to organise tk 
deportation ol tk European Jews to 
tk death camps Nothing could illus 
Irate more graphically tk practical 
implications ol tk poky ol ‘repatri¬ 
ation' Emigration first kcame 
'expulsion', a process which with 
irresistible logic mutated into exter 
ruination W'kreas it has ken 
stressed that the manoeuvres of tk 
NSDAP during tk thirties would 
initially have ken perceived by tk 
mass of its supporters as tk intensifi¬ 
cation or interruption of bourgeois 
’normality'. and not as a route to tk 
totalitarian policies of mass terror und 
murder, in tk wake of tk subsequent 
history ol tk nazi stale, tkre can no 
longer k any possible justification 
for perceptions of this kind 
The left must not repeat thr 
mKtakrs of Italy and Trance, and 
allow ‘ronstilulionar fascism lo 
integrate itself into Ik processes at 


Photographs: from left to right 

1 Nazi beer mat. Its message reads; Whoever buys Irom a jew is a traitor to his people 
2.1935 A sign outside a German village, it reads Jews. Attention The Road to Palestine Does Not 
Go Through This Locality 

3. Poland September 1939 German soldiers laugh as a Polish Jew is made to put on his prayer 
shawl and have his hair and beard cut oft 

4. March 1936 Austria. Nazi youth watch as Viennese Jews are forced to scrub the streets. 

5. Yugoslavia 1945 Six young boys photographed tn a concentration camp run by local fascists 




"Your Reality Today is Ours Tomorrow" 


O n July 5th. 1994. special faw and 
nthcr police units from the fcdeml. 
stale and (init ingen .Germany, 
suppurted hy local police units simultane¬ 
ously stormed the homes of seventeen 
people Many of the police were wearing 
bullet proof vests and had removed the 
safety catches on their guns Computers, 
sacks of Hies and personal items were 
seized This was the culmination of investi¬ 
gations according to /?Vw (propaganda for. 
support of. <k membership of a terrorist 
organisation) which had been running in 
(iottingen since autumn 1991 
In June 1992 the slate police declared 
publicly that an anti-fascist iKgamsation 
was the subject of its investigation. In 
search warrants on July the 5th. the 
Autonomc Antifa tm) was defined "cm a 
i nmmal orgamsatum." In order to define 
it as a criminal iKgamsation Autonomc 
Antifa tm) has been charged with: “viola¬ 
tion of the assemMs law". This is a 
reference to the "Niki Mock comprised of 
up to Hon people...the impression of 
building u private army and violation of 
the ban on uniforms ". The staled goal is to 
"catted evident r of the goals, strategy and 
tactics of this group a.s well as the 
individual /losiiums of its members within 
the group' The polilKul goal is the crimi 
nalisalion of the Autonomc Antifa (mi and 
tLs politics 

In many ways the fierman police statement 
and strategy and objectives are almost an 
exact echo of a process ulenlilied in Red 
Action following the collapse ol a 
conspiracy trial involving AFA in July 
1992. two years earlier At that time we 
brought attention to the existence of a 
similar (and ongoing), though as yet less 
mature operation mounted hy the stale 


Anti-Fascist Action. "The collapse 
and conduct of the case was merely further 
confirmation of the existence of a 
campaign to criminalise Anti-Fascist 
Action and its supporters ...a recognisable 
pattern of behaviour exists...even if the 
tactics vary, the objective of this harass¬ 
ment appears fixed. It is to: "...to isolate 
and criminalise Anti fascist Action 
discover and neutralise the militants within 
it: through the use of selective arrests Muni 
the cutting edge and intimidate the 
penphery.holsler the repula turn of a 
moderate or bogus rival. " (Operation 
Blackshirt Issue 64) 

In addition to the modus operandi. agent 
provocateurs: collusion with fascists; Sting 
like operations'; the rationale behind the 
slate aggression was also outlined: "...the 
philosophy/formula which governs the 
behaviour of even modem bourgeois stale, 
is the ability to respond to eamomu cyi les 
of boom and slump, hy adopting the polit¬ 
ical form companMe with its eamomu 
reality. This is tapilalism's traditional 
safeguard. Retu lionan arguments whuh 
manifest themselves in the propagamla and 
activities of fau ist parlies sene as either 
the impetus or the pretest that steers the 
capitalist stale toward a suitaMv 
retu tuman haven Effective, militant anti- 
fau ism is deemed suhsemse if. and sshen. 
it threatens to dens to the ruling class the 
opporuauts to exercise this o/uion " 

On the 16th of October 1991 following a 
planned police ambush on a large anti 
lascisl demonstration in Welling lamdon: 
"the biggest intelhgeme o/ieratum ever". 
according to the media was earned out to 
entrap anti-lascists militants. Anti-Fascist 
Action was identified as the object ol the 
exercise. Associate groups were accused in 


the media of being involved in 'low level 
terrorist activity'. Swoop*' on the homes 
of the nngleaders* were predicted. The 
'sting' only failed because the AFA contin¬ 
gent on the day turned up where it was not 
expected. The following day the Sunday 
Times editorial made two very significant 


First, it pointed out that the fascist British 
National Party, represents "a very real hut 
mostly unarticulated concern about racial 
issues". And second that " firm pre¬ 
empts action is needed to stop 
trouMemakers...even if this 
restricting rights of free assembly in a 
handful of cases... " Translated; the propo¬ 
sition is quite simple If racial issues' 
are hi he 'articulated' they need first to he 
brought into the political mainstream, and 
to he able to hnng them mainstream means 
that pre-emptive action' has to he taken 
against the troublemakers' So it was with 
a certain degree of alarm, hut no surprise, 
that we in AFA greeted the news of the 
dawn raids in (iottingen on July the 5th. 
On July 16th. at a 40(10 strung demonstra 
tarn in protest at the attempt to criminalise 
anti-fascist resistance in (iottingen Umdon 
AFA sent this message of support 
“Repre-um ».i the stale's answer to the 
political success of Autonomc Antifa (Ml in 
Ijtwer Savons The dawn raid is testimony 
to. and jtunishment for. sour ftolilk ul m/lu 
erne in the area. 

This is a strategy with which nr in Britain 
are all also familiar Here, the object of 
the stale's strategy is to demonstrate ( 
that < onfnmtational Un ties against the 
far right do not work. The expet latum 
then is that either militant and effet - 
tive tactics are abandoned and we 
operate after the fashitm of say the 


Ansi Nazi League: or we become totally and then adopt.. Your reality today is ours 
clandestine whu h would deny us any polii- tomorrow " 

ical profile and the criminalisatum prat ess According to the Stale Attorney, the trials 
by the stale is completed by against the members and alleged members 
of the Autonomc Antifa (m) will start 
The Aunmomr Antifa (Ml statement to the cither at the end of this year or the begm- 
perss that it will not allow itself... "to be ning of next year. The coats far lawyers 
pushed ink) illegality or moroseness..." m until the trial starts, will be about £4000. 
defiance of the trap set by the state is an 
astute amnter - measure that militant anti¬ 
fascists every where should 
first applaud. 







w * 




Malt* cheques 

payable to London 
AFA (stipulating that 
the donation is for 
AAM) or contact 
London AFA 
BM Box 1734, London 
WC1N 3XX. 


Minimum Wage Slaves 


T he big scandal' ut the recent TUC 
conference was the leaking of 
labour s plans to scrap its agenda 
lor a legally enforceable minimum wage 
The minimum wage fargcl set al an 
initial level of half male median earnings 
has been a Labour policy since being 
adopted hy a fwo-lhirds majority at the 
party's conference in I9H6 The original 
target of £4.05 an hour is "too high" Iik 
Blair in 1994 who intends to light the 
next election "committed'' to a minimum 
wage of £.1-£.V20 an hour 
The abandoning of the minimum wage 
target is supposed to constitute another 
betrayal of the working class, hut the 
question that's never asked is how it 
would benefit us in the first place ’ 

Start with the figure £.1 an hour (£4 if 
were lucky) If you're on Income 
Support or I 'tk'niploymcnt Benefit al £45 
per week fiK a single male, an average 
wage, before lax and national insurance, 
wage of £160 a week might sound like a 
step I or ward until you add in the cost ol 
the housing benefit, council tux benefit, 
free prescriptions etc which will he lost 
when you start work Take away lax and 
national insurance as well and you're left 
w ith... 

MORE PRODUCTIVE 

Under the Tones, the earning gap 
between bosses and workers has widened 
Pay at the highest levels in the private 
scctiK has soared past £ I million. As an 
example. Lord Hanson was paid 
£1.1X0.00(1 as chair of Ihe Hanson 
Conglomerate. One of Hanson's mam 
UK companies is London Brick where 
the lowest rale for a manual worker is 
£6 X12 Lord Hanson is more productive 
than 202 London hnck workers' 

The head of British Rail gels £2(N).(XX) 
per year. 40 limes more than the lowest 
manual rale Iik BR wiKicrs of £4.969 per 
year Higher profits and higher pay at the 
lop arc only sustainable by the mainte¬ 
nance of poverty at the bottom Blair is 
well aware of this. National F.xcculivc 
member Clare Short has said: "It's 
openly known by anyone who knows the 
parly well that we are looking again at 
whether we can afford that formula 
immediate Is Everybody wants that level, 
but things have deteriorated so much it is 
whether nr can realistically promise to 
bring it in immediately ..." In other 
words. Labour is only committed to a 
minimum wage that would have no effect 
on the generation of profit 
A minimum wage can act as a drag 


anchor on collective bargaining a wage 
tree/e through the hack done A minimum 
wage would represent the capitalist 
system setting down ‘a fair day’s wage 
for a fair day’s work’ ihe 'best offer’ 
the system could afford Push for more 
and you'll he met with the threat of all 
those millions on the dole who would 
gladly do your job lor the 'minimum 
wage'!! 

One means of preserving profits at the 
expense of wiKking class living standards 
is hy the enforcement of wage controls 
However, government interference in pay 
bargaining tends to ‘politirixe’ even the 
smallest dispute in 1974 the clash with 
the miners over public sector pay brought 
down ihe Heath government The 
minimum wage has the same ultimate 
effect, setting down a ’fair* bottom line 
of exploitation, leaving government, as 
Blair puts it. to continue tlx "national 
crusade " for "national renewal" - 
overseeing the growth of profits on 
capital's hchalt 

None ol this is new Ihe argument that 
"economic growth " is the key to 
improvement in working class living 
standards was denounced hy Marx in 
1X49: "To sa\ that the most favourable 
condition for wage labour is the most 
rapid possible growth of productive 
capital is only to say that the more 
rapidly the working class increases arul 
enlarges that /tower that is hostile to it, 
the wealth that does not belong to it. and 



that rules over it. the more favourable 
will he the condilitms under which it is 
allowed to labour anew al increasing 
bourgeois, al enlarging the power of 
capital, ctmlenl with forging for itself the 
golden chains with which the bourgeoisie 
drags it in its tram ." 

In other words, behind the rhetoric of 
'national recovery’, the best deal on 
offer is ". .that the more rapidly the 
worker increases the wealth of others, the 
richer will he the crumbs that fall 
to him ..."I Man I 

In IXXI. Flngels wrote a senes of articles 
for the trade union weekly, ihe Labour 
Standard He examined the trade unions' 
call for "A fair day's wages for a fair 
dav's work " ami cautioned: " ..the fairest 
day's wages under present social condi¬ 
tions is necessarily tantamount to the 
very unfairesl disisum of the workman '\ 
produce, the greater portion of that 
prodm e going into the capitalist 's pocket, 
and (he workmen having to pul up w ith 
just as much as will enable him to keep 
himself in working order and to 
propagate his race ." 

BRICKLAYERS 

Fngcls examined trade union organisation 
on London building sites, and noted that 
bricklayers earned twice as much as 
hneklayers' labourers because the latter 
were "disorganised and powerless". 
Working people arc powerless because 
they are "ow ners of mulling but thru own 

_ working power. " / Engels / 

Necessarily, they hand together in 
trade union organisations to 
engage in what Marx described as 
"guerrilla war against the effects 
of the existing mtrm." 

Trade unions therefiKc become a 
means of mediating the rate of 
exploitation, creating a bargain' 
between employer and employee 
where the labourer receives his 
*due’ the " full market value of 
his ... working power." Even 
mediated by the trade unions, 
allowing the workers "to treat 
with the employers as a power", 
the end result in. as Engels 
observes, “a very peculiar sort of 
fairness ... The workman gives as 
mat h, the capitalist goes as little, 
as the nature of the bargain will 
admit ." 

The problem is that the terms of 
bargain arc accepted hy the trade 
unions from the start: the national 
interest (ie. the bosses' interest). 


the ‘stale of the economy'. 

are all accepted as having a 
determining effect on what 
crumbs fall from the table 
Within the rules of the 
system the working class is trapped. He 
Mis but wages to live upon. and therefore 
must lake work. when, w here and at what 
terms he can get it. The workman has mi 
fair start. He is fearfully handicapped by- 
hunger " I Engels f 

The solution'' ”... it is not the highness or 
lowness of wages which constitutes the 
economical degradaliim of the working 
class: this degradation is comprised in 
the fai l that, instead of receiving for its 
labour the full produce of this labour, the 
working class has to he satisfied with a 
/Mirtum of its own produce called wages. 
The capitalist pot kels the w hole product 
... because he is the owner of the means 
of lubour And. therefore, there is no real 
redemption for the winking class until it 
becomes owner of all the means of work • 
land, raw material, machinery etc ■ ami 
thereby also the owner of the whole of the 
produt r of its own labour. " / Engels / 

Lor Blair. Martin Jaqucs and TUC leader. 
John Monks, this is the language of the 
past. The "culture of class, of certainty 
and insularity " which Martin Jaqucs 
and a group of graduate yuppies who act 
as Blairs advisors have denounced so 
often "...is now at last in headlong 
retreat ." 

GUERRILLA WAR 

But the secretary ol state for health gets 
an annual salary ol £6.1.047, which makes 
her worth 11 NHS ancillary workers. 
Duncan Nichol. chief executive ol the 
health service, does even better with an 
annual salary of £77.500 I I times that 
of an ancillary on £5.6XX. Meanwhile. 
Blair's supporters think a minimum wage 
of £4 an hour is "unaffonloble ". 

So. should we. as the SWP have it. "Tell 
unnm leaders to turn words into actum", 
when their wikJs are all about "civilising 
capitalism "? Asking the labour leaders to 
"lake sides" is a blind alley, they’ve 
already taken sides. But the side they've 
chosen isn't ours So do we cry "Blair 
and Prescott ■ slop your betrayals" 
(Socialist Worker 10/9/94) or say like the 
"unfashionable " Marx “They...(trade 
unions) fail generally from limiting 
themselves to a guerrilla war against 
the effects of the existing system, 
instead of simultaneously trying to 
change It. instead of using their organ¬ 
ised forces as a lever for the final 
emancipation of the working class, that 
is to say. the ultimate 
abolition of the wages system.” 



D ue to the efforts of Bad Action 
members in the North-West, 
there is now a fifteen strong 
AFA branch in Wigan which has been 
active on a weekly basis against NF 
and BNP members in the area 

Despite only being in existence for a 
matter of months, Wigan AFA has 
experienced not only life at the sharp 
end of confrontations with local 
fascists, but also a vitriolic dose of 
lefty sectarianism 

Ironically, at the public launch meeting 
of Wigan AFA the greatest threat of 
disruption came not from the NF or 
BNP. but from the ANL who had 
spread a malicious mixture of gossip 
and lies causing two of our original 
speakers to withdraw from the 
meeting Fortunately the experience 
of RA members enabled the meeting 
to be rescued, and it was a great 
success Threats from the NF came to 
nothing, and the best they could 
manage was to put up a few stickers 
near the venue on the morning before 
the meeting, and goose-step around 
the venue several hours after the 
meeting was finished, when it was 
obvious no-one was around 

Several weeks later. RA members 
and Wigan AFA members came 
across a number of racists in a 
favourite watenng hole When 
challenged the hapless racists 
responded by saying that “W* had to 
respoct their point of vtew’ and that If 
we didn't shake hands things might 
"escalate' and 'get out of hand" One 
of them then bragged that he was a 
BNP member Having spoken the 
magic words and let the genie out of 
the lamp, the fascists found that it was 
not so easy to put it back again The 
incident ended with two of their 
number being helped into an 
ambulance nursing broken nbs and 
sore heads, while the other three 
decided that discretion was the better 
part of valour and clambered into the 
same ambulance following the arrival 
of yet more RA members 

The experiences of Wigan AFA mirror 
that of many other AFA branches 
forced to devote as much of their time 
watching for the stab in the back from 
the left as opposing the fascist thraat 


Reviews 


Nor Meekly Serve My Time retain the Mary of the 

H-Block struggle between 1976. when Ciirin Nugent became the fir*! 
republican prisoner to refuse to wear prison uniform, and 1981 when 
10 republican and republican socialist prisoners died on hunger strike. 
The story of the five year struggle by hundreds of political prisoners of 
war Mruggling to win the political status due to them had to be told 
and who better to tell n than the very men who took part in that 
struggle The torture, both physical and mental, these men were 
subjected to must be made known and not. as the British would have it. 
buried or forgotten 

In writing the foreword of this book. Bernadette McAliskey says: '7 
have struggled to write the form-oat to this hook because it is wrtlten 
by those whit shared the lis-es of the hunger-strikers in prisitn - those 
who struggled with them, suffered with them, stoned with them, who 
sat and wailed and watched as the clin k licked out the ebbing life of 
each in turn, whose pain of necessity is much deeper than mine “ I 
know exactly how she felt 

While reading their comrades' accounts of how the hunger sinkers 
spent their last days, hours, minutes before dying I was tilled with 
anger, sorrow, pride and guilt. My anger was for Thatcher and her 
government who. while secretly negotiating and reneging on deals, 
took a "no surrender" stance and watched unmoved as Id young men 
died. It was also for the screws who thought it a great feeling to taunt 
dying men by talking of steak, hamburgers etc. Who could steal a 
dying man's cigarettes or tobacco and laugh at the idea of it * 

My sorrow was for the families of the hunger-strikers watching as their 
loved ones laded away in front of them while respecting the wishes of 
the dying men by not intervening I put myself in their position and 
wonder if I would have the courage they showed It was also for the 
comrades of the dying men who. as Bernadette pul it. watched every 
second that ticked by knowing full well that the British could at any 
minute resolve the situation and stop the dying How my heart went out 
to these magnificently courageous people and how my heart bnvkc as I 
read of another striker dying and I shared that family's grief and 
torment and the great sense of loss of his comrades whose only 
recourse was to replace him on the strike 

The pride I fell was for every man in U>ng Kesh and woman in 
Armagh who pul forward their names to join the strike knowing that 


they too might have to fast to the 
death. Of being Irish and sharing 
that nationality with men and 
women who thought so much of 
their country and me that they 
would unselfishly sacrifice their 
lives for Ireland and the Irish 
people My pride was also for the 
^“families who withstood pressure 
from politicians and churchmen 
who tried to prey on their emotions to force their loved ones into 
surrender. Also to the prisoners and their leaders who although seething 
with anger and frustration done nothing to detract trom or malign the 
strikers. 

The guilt I fell was because I could have done more during the 
initial phases of the H-Block struggle. There were times I could 
have been involved in campaigning for the blanket men hut 
instead chose to go for a pint. I was happy enough to believe 
that because I smuggled some tobacco to my brother or to any 
of my friends on the blanket that I was doing my hi. If I and 
hundreds like me had done more would a hunger strike have 
been necessary'* I still feel guilty when I think that it look 
Bobby Sands to go on hunger strike before I got on to the 
streets and physically gave my suppon to the prisoners, 
rather than sitting over a pint and telling people I 
supported them 

Irish history has always been an emotional issue and 
this hook does not fill the reader with emotion they 
should check for a pulse It is a history of deprivation, 
brutality and bigotry thrust upon prisoners of war with 
the intent of not only criminalising but destroying 
physically and mentally every Republican activist 
unfonunatc enough to fall into British hands 
Had this struggle taken place anywhere else in the 
world the British government would have been 
screaming barbarity and inhumanity Because it was 
inflicted on the Irish by the British it will be 
dismissed as republican propaganda but hundreds of 
Irish men and Irish women still bear the scars, be 
they physical or mental, caused by the heatings 
dished out by screws during the forced baths, stop 
searches, mirror searches, wing shifts, visits, or 
just whenever a screw was having a bad day or 
had too many lunchtime pints or half-uns 
Nor Meekly Serve My Time serves as a written 
testament to the resilience, determination and blatant 
courage of the young men and women engaged in struggle from w ithin 
a sadistic and brutal prison regime 


Rather than demoralise republican prisoners by depriving them of 
radios, books, newspapers or association by 24 hour kick-up the prison 
authorities only IMSceded in forging a deeper sense of comradeship 
among republicans As Felim O'Hagan so aptly puts it in the book: 
"Wherever two or autre c\ Hlanketmen are gathered together you will 
hear of The Das I Touched For Three Ounces On A Visit, or The Night 
of tht All Him k Christmas Sing Song, or w hatever itther sums happen 
to be the fax-ouriie on each Mini ." 

In summing up. I leave the last words to Bernadette McAliskey's 
foreword to the book 

M l also know that a train of events was set in motion when political 
status was withdrawn from the prisoners in 1976. that it wai 
inevitably heading for a conflict that resulted in young men dying 
of hunger in 1981, and we couldn’t stop it happening. Five years 
passed and we couldn’t stop it happening. 

“The young men who havr contributed to this book 
paid the price of that inability. They 



marked. They are 
incredibly brave and 
mercifully forgiving of 
our weakness. 'Greater 
love than this no man 
hath than hr lay down 
his life for his friends.’ 
Maybe I’m not sure how 
In deal with that degree of 
love. Maybe I wonder why 
thev died for us. and we 
didn't dir ror them.'' 

M Collins. Belfast 


Nor Meekly Serve 
My Time • the 
H-Block Struggle 
1976-1981, edited 
Brian Campbell, 
Laurence McKeown, 
Felim O’Hagan, 
published by Beyond 
the Pale Publications. 
£9.95. 


INLA - Deadly Divisions 


Holland & McDonald- 
Published Tore 1994 

This is not an objective history of 
the INLA. It is a partial, one sided 
and distorted journalistic account. 
At times it reads like a film script 
For the casual reader it 
docs contain interesting 

information and throws some light 
on the hiMory of the movement 
But for the serious student ol 
politics this is ma the history of 
the Republican Socialist 

Movement ll is fatally Itawed by 
the evident hostility towards 
Marxism of the authors, their 
contempt for theory and their 
gullibility towards their sourees. 
Two of their sources on whom 
they leaned heavily were Jimmy 
Brown and TerTy Harkm Brown 
was a founder member of the 
IPLO and took part in the attempt 
to wipe out the IRSP/INLA 
Although posing as a socialist, he 
was. in fact, a careerist with an 
unmitigated hostility to any 
genuine socialist movement. He 
was an unstable 'spoofer' who. on 
the authors' own admission, 
ended up as a drug dealer before 
dying in the IPLO death throes 
Harkin is a Waller Mitty character 
with little or no political under 
standing, untrustworthy and hud 


only a minor role in the IKSP In 
this hook he is presented as "the 
official voice of the IKSP. ” and is 
made to appear as an important 
political figure Such is his judge¬ 
ment that he is quoted as 
comparing Gerard Steenson. 
another IPLO gunman, with 
Michael C’ollins! 

Throughout this book there are 
little incidents, quotations and 
events which, taken together, give 
the impression that the 
Republican Socialist Movement 
only attracted characters like the 
above or ruthless gunmen settling 
scores It is true that all revolu¬ 
tionary movements attract a wide 
cross-section ol people including 
some unsavoury characters But 
revolutionary movements also 
attract the best of their generation, 
comrades motivated by the 
highest ideals and out to change 
ihe world There is no hint of this 
idealism in this hook, nor is there 
any attempt to understand the 
politics of the movement 
The authors arc uniformly hostik* 
to the marxists in the movement. 
"The IKSP mcm politically irrele¬ 
vant. having peddled the 
backwaters of 'Marxist -Leninist' 
Iminus, where the distance from 
reality was in direct proportion to 
the volume of left wing rhetoric 


coming from parts leaders." 

Jim Lane, the party chairman, is 
called "bland”, and a ’’ Marxist- 
Unmist of the fundamentalist 
variety. ” The party was accused 
of going "theoretical", and the 
works of Marx and Engels 
became, "their bible - Line's 
politics and those of his parts 
were in the realms of left-wing 
fantasy ." 

The reality, of course, is that the 
leadership of the Party under Jim 
Lane was the most political and 
practical leadership that the Party 
had ever had Elected democrati¬ 
cally by the membership, its Icet 
were firmly based on the ground 
and contained active trade union¬ 
ists who had no illusions about the 
difficulties of trying to build a 
revolutionary movement That 
was why it was in favour of 
Marxism. Ii saw Marxism as the 
only way to create a disciplined 
revolutionary movement based on 
and identifying with the Irish 
working class 

Its mistakes were not ideological 
hut pragmatic and included trying 
to compromise with the 
hlynns/Rochc old-guard leader¬ 
ship who had prov ed already to he 
both politically incompetent and 
militarily indisciplincd. This 
ideologically bankrupt leadership 
never once politically opposed 
within the party the move towards 
marxism. Indeed. Roche had 
defined himself as a lenmist at a 
previous An) Feis. 

Key party positions 
were offered to the old 
leadership They 
simply walked away 
from the Party. By 
using friendly press 
contacts they began a 
policy of denigrating 
the leadership in the 
bourgeois media They 
also began a campaign 
of intimidation and 
terror against party 
activists. Five 

members of the leader¬ 
ship were terrorised 
into resignation. This 
it presented in the 
book as: 

"having been urged to 
do so by the southern- 
based leadership of the 
faction opposed to 
O'Reilly '' 

The slicking of a 
sawn-off shotgun in 


one's face is some urging" 

The Marxist leadership failed to 
overcome the internal contradic¬ 
tions of the movement At the 
core of the problem of Ihe 
Republican Socialist Movement 
was the key question of the 
relationship between army and 
party. It had bedevilled Ihe 
movement since the parly's 
foundation in 1974. The post¬ 
hunger strike leadership of the 
Parly inherited a movement 
factionaltsed as army disputes 
spilled over into the political 
arena. Because there was no 
central political control of the 
INLA the whole movement 
became damaged The best ef forts 
of socialiMs and marxists to trails 
form the movement tailed. Tiki 
much respect was paid to the 
military wing and not enough to 
the needs of the working class in 
Ireland 

The attempt to wipe out the 
movement in 1987 was a classic 
case of Kitson's anti-insurgency 
tactics being put into operation. 
At one stroke it removed a 
dangerous left wing tendency, 
helped set up a pseudo-gang to he 
used as the British saw fit (the 
*U» and con I limed the 
Provisionals as the mam protago¬ 
nists in the struggle. Surprisingly 
(or maybe not I Holland and 
McDonald fail to explore this 
Today, as a political parly, the 
IRSP does not exist The INLA 
continues to play a minor role in 
the armed struggle and its 
campaign is no way markedly 
different from that of the 
Provisionals The Provisionals 
themselves arc now strong 
enough to ensure that if they get 
some commitment for the 
removal of Bntish troops they can 
scale down armed struggle But 
many of us did not engage m over 
23 years of resistance in order 
simply to see the withdrawal of 
British troops (welcome and all as 
that will be). We struggled to 
overthrow the capitalist system. 
For a time the Republican 
SocialiM Movement was the best 
hope of moving towards that goal. 
Its failure has left a gaping hole in 
the Irish left. 

If you want to understand why it 
failed or how that gap is to he 
Tilled then don’t expect to find the 
answers in this hook 
Sean Reid 
Belfast 


The SS: Alibi of a 
Nation 1922-1945 

Gerald Reitlinger, Da 
Capo Press, £16.95 

This is Krillingrr's classic 
account of how Germans 
allowed itself tn he seduced by 
the crank ideas of one lleinricb 
Himmler. This hook dearly 
shows that Hitler was not a 
revolutionary, and that the SS 
were a Praetorian Guard against 
such an eventuality, not. as 
claimed, the defenders of any 
new ideals. 

The book traces the origins of 
Ihe SA and SS hack to the 
Freikorps days when Ihe 
German middle classes simply 
did not accept Ihe Treaty of 
Versailles. The SA. like the 
current ('18 organisation was 
simply a hand of political thugs 
organised for strwarding fascist 
meetings and attacking commu¬ 
nist ones. With little genuine 
politics. these nihilists provided 
Hitler with an ultra-loyal 
bodyguard. In fart. Hiller's 
empathy with these street 
fighters is indicated hy the fact 
that the brown shirts. Hitler 
salute and Ihe swastika all date 
from this peri)id. 

Despite his Kreikorp and SA 
origins, however. Hitler had no 
choke hut to extinguish the HA 
in 19.14. using the SS to do so. SA 
leaders such as Roehm and 
Strasse werr still seeking a social 
revolution: Hitler had no inten¬ 
tion of changing anything. The 
physical removal of Ihe SA was 
done with the knowledge and 
acquiescence of the German 
military and was a muse that 
indicated that Ihe status quo 
would remain under llilkr. 
Proof of Hitler's non-revolu¬ 
tionary position is much in 
evidence in this sometimes 
harrowing book. Heinrich 
Muller, the head of the Gestapo 
throughout the Rrkh vearv was 
never in Ihe Sari Party but. in 
fact, had been the head of Ihe 
secret police since before the 
putsch. 

“Thus", claims Reitlinger.“wai 
demolished the myth that the 
inquisitors of the Hestapo were a 
new race of men. a scum brought 
to ihe surface by revolution ... 
rare indeed are Ihe policemen 
who have sacrificed their careers 
for freedom of speech and 
opinion ." 


It is a point Ihe author returns to 
again and again. The SS liquida¬ 
tion of the Polish intelligentsia, 
for example, was achieved with 
Ihe full knowledge and accep¬ 
tance of Ihe military who did 
nothing to oppose it. Indeed. Ihe 
small number of SS involved for 
such a massive task shows the 
fact that there was certainly 
collusion with other German 
organisations. 

In fact, referring to Ihe atrocities 
ctMiimitted on the Russian front. 
Major-Grneral Rohde dearly 
statrd that, "an energetic and 
unified protest by all field • 
marshalls would have rrsubed in 
a change in these missions and 
methods." 

Ihe truth was. however, that the 
military had a pact with the SS 
that allow rd the latter to 
continue their acts of genocide. 
Notwithstanding their acts of 
butchery. Ihe fighting record of 
the SS is very dubious. Hiller 
had never intended the SS as a 
military unit, hut as an internal 
force for intimidation, discipline 
and coercion. It's use as a 
military unit, via Ihe Uaffen SS, 
was of no serious military conse¬ 
quence. These people, mil of the 
highest intelligence, despite 
claims of being a super race, 
were capable of mass retribution 
and hard fighting. Hut. as an 
outfit with no genuine military 
standing or record, of tactics and 
strategy they werr woefully 
incapable. 

V'hal makes this hook relevant 
today, some .17 years after its 
first imprint, is that it clearly 
shows the Ik of fascism being a 
revolutionary creed. Not only did 
the SS remove the more revolu- 
tionary of Ihe SA koders. hut it 
continued to maintain in power 
an oligarchy that was dedkated 
to the continuation of a c apitalist 
state. As Reitlinger slates: 

“.../a Hermans there wav no 
revolution. Capital and the 
monopolistic power of Herman 
capital remained in precisely the 
same hands ai before. The bulk of 
ihe civil service stayed in their 
/obs and were not even required to 
Join Ihe Party. Hiller used the SS 
not to consolidate his revolution, 
hut to nip it in the bud. ’’ 

If the working class of Europe 
are looking for radkal change 
thev will do well to bear this In 
mind. The BNP and their ilk 
offer nothing hut misery, 
genocide and ... capitalism. 

Dan Todd. 


The post hunger stoke leadership ol Ihe Party inherited a movement 
faettonekeed at army disputes spirted over into the poMical arena 
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The Case oj 
Comrade Se 



Opposition in to final struggle with triumphant 
Stalinism He was arrested. released and re- 
arrested and deported to Orenburg in 1933. 
Following a campaign by a group of French 
intellectuals he was released (crucially. Serge 
had refined to sign a ermfesston). and almost 
uniquely, expelled from the USSR rather than 
executed He moved first in Brussels, then to 
Pans to he vilified by the resident communnl 
press Serge campaigned vigrwnusly against the 
Moscow trials (later wntmg (he finest novel of 
the terror. The Case of Comrade Tulayev' 
based on the assassination of Kirov and the 
subsequent repression), and in 1931 was elected 
a councillor to (he POUM (Paitido Ohrero dr 
Unification Manista) In 1940 he left Pans ui 
the face of (he Nan advance and. in the nick of 
lime, obtained a visa enabling him In travel to 
Mexico He lived in isolatnm and poverty, 
though continuing to wnle some of his hevl 
wrak. until his death in 1941 

CONTACT WITH TROTSKY 

An extended correspondence between Serge 
and Trttoky began as stain as Serge landed m 
the West.in April I93h Trotsky was at first 
living in exile in Norway and trom Januars 
1931 in Mexico The dimensions ot the political 
chasm underlying the seemingly cordial 
relations between Use two men did not take 
long to reveal rtvclf In May 1936. billowing 



and from involvement ia 



live diversionary activity. Bui 
thu was the top and bottom of 
tntokyto activity in Spain and 
other arenas The vanguard elite 
devoted themselves to the 
composition of a bunrrely 
complex aid obscure siren sang 
to the proletariat, which the 
masses were then expected to 
pick up and sing Serge's 
position on the contrary was 


A t j time when dissident activity was no 
kmgci possible wilhin the Soviet Union 
itself , only two figures of the first rank 
emerged in the West as oppositionists to ,^publication of a letter trom Serge in an 
Stalinism Trotsky ami Vklot Serge , irurv hi\l journal. Trotsky was naming Serge 


Victor 

Ironically. the original simple opposition 
sustained by both Trotsky and Serge against 
Stalin developed into a tripartite antagonism 
whereby Trotsky and Serge, while maintaining 
their hitler hostility to Stalin, began to elahixale 
a personal and theoretical hostility towards 
each other The ideological tensions developed 
in this pnvess provide an illuminating insight 
k* only into Stalinism itself, hut also the nature 
of the 'official' Inrtskyilc Opposition which, al 
points, came uncomfratahly close lo burning a 
mirror image of the totalitarian doctrine with 
which M was apparently in complete omflid 
Victor Serge was hum in UNO in Belgium of 
mixed Russian and Polish parentage He fvgan 
his political career as an anarchist, sometimes 
being drawn to its violent and individualist 
forms Mis defence of the lemuist Bonin* (iang 
armed hank robbers earned him a prison 
sentence On his release in 1917. he moved lo 
Barcelona earning his living as a printer and 
joining the syndicalist ("NT The news of the 
February resolution was enthusiastically 
received by the Spanish left and played a part 
in inspiring the insurrcctnmary events in 
Barcelona Idler that year Serge himselt was 
.aspired to make the tourney to Russia to 
experience at first hand the revolutionary 
process Serge was predictably attracted hs the 
libertarian . ultra democratic elements of the 
resolution, and desehfed a political outlook he 
'.nind in l-enin's libertarian' phase, notably. 
Stale and KcvoIuIhmi He hetKclorth rcg.inled 
himself as a marxist Serge also had the oppor 
tunny to see the bankruptcy of anarchist thciuy 
and practice in confrontation with that ot those 
churning allegiance lo the Bolsheviks He 
described in a letter written in May 1921 the 
"heartbreaking and mde verifiable hanknqUc s 
of the Russian nikin lust movement In Year 
One of the Russian Resolution' (written in 
1930) he admitted. 

/hr timin hi\t\ wrrr rendered incapable of 
um iHtu lk III mituittve through ihrir divtsnms. 
ihrtr lin k of organisation and disc tpline 
Whatever dies en/oud in the win of real 
capacities mi merlin w ere wax ted in small 
chaotic struggles Thex were an amorphous 
troop without definite contours or dim tint 
organs. In the same letter as the one quded 
above, he exposed his alami that the resolu 
lion was now “likely to die off from Statist 
lent nil nation dogmata orthodoxy anil 
milium deformities " He achled "WV need a 
new anarchism. equipped with a practical 
programme rnrh hed w uh all the exprne m e of 
the proleturuui revolution Serge concluded, 
in a phrase that summarised the path of his 
lulurr political cairn, that. "It is lex* important 
to hr 'pare' than to hr rexolutumurx " 

In public. he de tended the new regime in a 
fairly ivrthodox fashion He stated iin I922lthat 
the "irn logic of the /mix' demonstrated the 
need for a party uf the Bolshevik type 
Accordingly, trom I92tl to 1922. he paruci- 
paled in various Congresses of the Ctxrunlcm. 
contnhuting articles to a number of jtvrmak 
Between 1923 and 1926. he became an editor 
of a revolutionary journal (Imprrkorl in Berlin 
and Vienna, where he also worked as a secret 
agent Me then returned to the Soviet Union 
where he threw his weight behind the Left 


that “If polituaflx you feel closer to sxndi 
cali.xm than to Marxism, then there i\ nothint 
left for me hot lo refiner thr profound differ 
erne between us " The issue of substance was 
the extent lo which alliances were possible 
between different strands of the workers' 
movement Serge promptly replied "I am not a 
sxndicalisl. hot I believe the rrsolulionarx 
xxndieahxtx are our natural alliex im manx 
ot easterns that amicable mm sectarian 
relations with them are the obvious course 
Natural!*, that doex m>t exclude < omplrte 
freedom of i rtlu run " In a subsequent letter. 
Serge urged, 'our campaitnmt must avoid 
being vri la rum It has IP uddrrxx itself lo the 
m hole of the working class hs /wiring the 
question of freedom of ofnnnm for all the 
different shadings of the Socialist approaih 
(including the ananhnlM In response lo 
Trotsky's habitual reference of current issues to 
the template ot the 1911 resolution, in this case 
the persecution ot the Mensheviks. Serge 
riposted that, "there is no other question of 
/wMn emergens * except that of making iq> our 
mimls whether we. in the mulsl of prrxrs ulism 
and imprisonment, ate going lo den* onr «ell 
males thr rights of speech and thought whu h 
thr bureaus rat * is drnxmg lo us all while 
rnsmlmg mme of the tradition\ s>f (h tuber, we 
i an and must engage in a pros In al redistcnerx 
of what workers' demos rat s means, proving 
thill wr neither fear debate nor main and that 
m r are mu in arts sso\ the kind of people who 
build an rnormoMt pnwm for anxsme who 
disagrees with us." TnXsky’s own posilMMi can 
he inferred from his next letter, where he 
declares that "If wr on/s had the choice 
between the Stalinists ami the Mensheviks in 
the USSR. wr should definite!* choose the 
former, ax thr Mensheviks would imlx \erst as 
Si Stepping stone foi the bourgeon vs ho wsmld 
dextrin the planned etonomx In June. 
Trotsky wnXc once again, still pressing Serge 
lo sever all links with the syndicalists of La 
Resolution Prolclancnne these people are 
im apuMe of struggle and don't stunt struggle 
dim i undri stand what struggle is " Trotsky 
counterposed the activities of his own group 
"Only a few duxs ago our own comrades 
pen firmed into the puMtc meetings of the 
Stalinists, distributed appeals raised 
scandal* during the most solemn sessions...m 
short caused a great deal of embarrassment for 
the stalinists and their fnendx .il u solely 
through this txfie of rexo/utionan atlum that 
liberals hast been able to reap a cetturn degree 
of smeexs." With this type of juvenilia hehl 
up lo him as the paradigm of revolutionary 
struggle. Serge’s reluctance to commit himself 
to the spy ridden dogmatists ot the 'Fourth 
Internal tonal as Trotsky demanded, tv hardly 
surprising 

THE RIFT WIDENS 

The first dash over contemporary events 
occurred in the context of what Trotsky termed 
the French Resolution of June 1936. Trotsky 
salivated over the prospect he perceived before 
him "A massive strike like this is undouhirdls 
thr beginning of a reviduliim ." Once again 
using the template of the bolshevik revolution, 
he compared the leaders of the French 


incomparably 
more realistic 
•The wonderful stnkex in Fram e and here 
show tlearfx that thr working class is rears 
enng alter Us phase of deprrssum and extreme 
fatigue and is entering a ness period of 
struggle In siuh a uluatum one max hope for 
anxthmg to hmg as tmr doe* mil espri t an 
immediate all round upsurge Iho is the begin 
ning. thr first step out of bed. h hu h aula ales 
the movers of the patient I he full recovery 
max lake several sears " Serge emphasised 
how voluntaristic Trotsky ' expectation of an 
imminent ncvolulinnary situation actually was 
“/ am cimvtmrd that it is premature to talk in 
terms of a real pans Then are m> people for 
it In a subsequent letter. Serge drew attention 
to the real stale of affairs in relation to the 
Trotsky lie groupings and their "morbid 
psxthologx " “I’ve been udd that two small 
Brussels groups of Tmlsksisis tame to a big 
workers meeting with two different leaflets of 
I dentil al content' It tan be imagined xshat 
effect this has im the Belgian workers " In an 
eloquent image which cays everything you 
need to know about the infighting between the 
liny factions of the Fourth International, he 
recounts how. after the GPU assassination of 
Trotsky's son. Icon Sedov, the rival "minus 
cute groups' turned up to ihe funeral under 
different banners and refused all cnnlacl with 
each other' Serge attacked the formal, 
fat lunal approach' of these groups, adding, 
with some restraint in the circumstances. "All 
this slakes me as an asltmishmg loss of loat h 
with reahtx " In a letter of July 1936. Serge 
began to insist that the entire structure of 
trolskyitc organisation had lo be revolutionised 
"There is an urgent need to pul a stop to 
/nr si nail involvements and lo establish a 
si rut l\ t tdleitive leadership remmmmg tins 
i hum to fiersonal dominant r The reference 
lo personal 'insotscmcnls' is Serge's repn 
riiand lo Tntfsky himselt hr advises, taetlully 
"all questums about individuals should in 


too artixtu and psychological i t. not political 
enough You actually an use me of sedan 
amsm I tannul accept this accusation." 
Trotsky went on lo re run the parallels with the 
bha of the Mensheviks and ihe Social 
Brstdulionanrs with the hade Is during the 
Russian Resolution Increasingly Trttoky 
referred cnnlcmpimiry summons and events lo 
Ihe templates and schemas fixed in place hy 
years of Boishcvik/Ixmmst orthodoxy devel 
oped m relation to the events of 1911-21 The 
same tired categories and catechisms were 
endlessly recycled in the polemics of the 
Bolshev ik I eninist' left in a slenle pattern of 
refutation and i.Himer refutation that found an 
audience only within ihe minute and ineffectual 
ranks of the maskyitc sects themselves Serge 
replied that he was sickened Hi sec how much 
paper had hern wasted hy the tntokyilc press in 
'/xrrumal squabbles' while "mu a single 
pamphlet hud been published about imr 
I imuadrs in Stalin * pnstms' 

P0UM0R4TH 

INTERNATIONAL 

Serge now advised that sectarian disputes 
should he dropped in favour of an appeal nude 
in Ihe runic of all "rrudulionarx Marxists". 
and addressed to the Spanish anarchists fighting 
in the Civil Wat. declaring that the dictator 
ship of Ihe proletariat must and will provide 
real lihertx lor all working people Wr shall 
fight ahmgside sou to assure freedom of 
opinum and of different lendrm irs within the 
revolution wr are partisans of iomplrte 
drmoi rues wr consider sou. the anarchists 
and svmlualixlx to be our class comrades and 
delimited revolutionaries In Ihe event, the 
trolskyitc movement underwent a critical split 
in relatum In the line Hi he taken on the KOUM 
Serge wac in no doubt wr must siqipon the 
I'OI Minevers was and not demand an ortho 
dots from it which 1 1 canmil have Thr mam 


that the development of siren 
songs m the form of the correct 
line' te not as historical 
analysis but as an alleged 
blueprint for actum and practice 
had no meaning, relevance or 
application outside of a direct 


specific situation. Yet this is 
precisely whai came to consti 
lute the essence of trotskyite 
political practice' - then as 
now Whether a particular line 
or blueprint is 'correct' or not. 
is judged according to some 
abstract hi stone al/thcoretical system, the 
analysis itself remains outside the system of 
real forces, and so outside history Serge 
grasped that even if Trotsky's line . crmjured 
up in Mexico, without connection Hi any real 
force in Spain, was impeccably correct* in 
every detail, from Mart lo finish. |J walk! Bill 
out hilH* 4 resolutxmanr cunlcfl Accordingly 
he insisted that Thr POUM is cernmlv not a 
BidshevikLeninist partv; there are no 
Bolshev ik Leninists « Spam in general. I think 
that Bidshevik Leninists must learn lo work 
with other marxist rrxalutumahes. to mfluem e 
them, lo collaborate with them, in order to 
beuimr an influential t urml themselves, they 
must abandon the impoxilum of their 
hegemmv ..a great change of attitudes is 


Lanin Serge saw the 
need to reject the 
notion of him at being 
infallible 




Trotsky made no reply until April of 1938. 
upbraiding Serge ha writing for publications 
not controlled hy the trotskyists themselves He 
refused Serge's offer U> regard their disagree 
nrents as "secondary" Once again. TroUky 
framed his argument in terms of the categories 
of the Russian Revolution "In dozens of 
armies I argued that thr policy the POUM is 
at hr si thr policy uf Martov Yrm never replied 
to anx of mx arguments Instead al the critical 
moment you puhiu lx expressed vour solidarity 
with ihe POUM...” Trotsky regarded this as a 
naive on Serge's part towards a complete 
rupture and implacable struggle" With a 
superhuman unconsciousness of the irony 
involved Trotsky thundered In perspex ttxe. 
all those organisatumx like the POUM are just 
thr su flai r ofhtslorv x current. The only reallv 
rrmhamuan faoor in the near future will be 
the fourth International Alduspuiul wc find 
in perl eel focus the catastrophic weaknesses of 
Trotsky's entire conception of revolutionary 
practice and organisation The POUM. for ah 
(Ur deficiencies, hesitancies and failure* of to 
leadership was (he incunlrovcrtiMe vehicle uf 
the leading revolutionary fumes in the Spanish 
class war The Fourth Inlernauunal. un the 
other hand, throughout what can barely be 
u-nmd its 'history', was never more than a 
hjpnant ot Trotsky x Kkxdogicai imagmrtioo a 
hnlxbcviMd venous uf Bakunin & “secret dicta 
tonhip" What Bakunin, the godfather ot 
anarchism, wrote uf las (imaginary I 'invisible 
ihctalorxhip’ paradoxically, fits Trotsky's 
cxmccptroo uf the I'uurth International like a 
hand-made glove. Bakunui d esenhe d las dream 
which has scattered its 


pnmtple be settled al the base w about sour 
inierxenlum The comrades should hr asked Hi 


thing is not Hi condm t anx fat tumal work there 
and not aspire lo lead this rexolutumurx organ 
gist a proof of their maturity b\ relies mg sou lut n,m from outside " In a letter of January 


of their cotk ems. and bx refusing Hi allow the 
head of the movement to bet tmr embroiled m 
quarrrlmgs whu h sometimes have no possible 
means of rexolutum Serge continued "The 
new parts has to thangt its behaviour and 
rradii ale all dirts prtu edure* of a Stalinist 
sort It must adopt a polite and fraternal 
manner in debate, ext ept uf course Hi nff raff 
and at tual enemies " He adsivoted a number 
of concrete measures lo achieve this "To 
infuse some life into, and m nul more writers 
of an interesting kind, the pans journal must 
have an open forum page m which coninbu- 
turns can he invited fnrni people who max be 
recruited later tm. Anx intention lo < reale 
Strictly orthodox publications., will imlx 
produc e sectarian rags, bare!* readable and 
without anx access to the working class 
public " PredKtaWy. none of this found favrvir 
in Trotsky's own analysis He replied in a vein 
of subjective abuse reminiscent of an analyst 
patient rclalHmshtp "l nfonunatelx I cannot 
agree with xcm I am alraul sour approach is 


1931. Serge reasoned that above any issues of 
theoretical punty' was the question of elite 
Use work in practice "Whutexer xcm max xav. 
the POUM represents a militant unit now. 
w hu h cm thr w hole behave* vers courageously 
and reciumahtx and holdx out great hope\ in a 
situation of im gnnr danger Unfortuiulely. 
ihe handlul of intskyisis in Spam pnweeded Hi 
do precisely whal Serge warned against In 
Match Serge fell itoliged lo restate his alarm al 
ihe I actional behaviour of the trotskyists “I 
ttmsidcr the line kikrn bx comrade xrclarumx 
H> be deeplx equivoc al The v believe that small 
groups of foreigners, who possess a pure 
orthodox klrcdogx can implant this Ideology 
from outside, and that the* must carry cm 
factional activities inside the POUM and direct 
ihrir attention towards the creation of a 
separate parrs . It seems lo me that we have H> 
starr from Spanish reality, drxeliqi and use 
what n there " Serge was very clear that the 
development of a correcl line by a xclfcon 
h i* vis elite, m abstraction fnrni real class forces 


raey... firmly united an organisation 
acts everywhere according Hi 
plan, thev have no officially rrcogmxed power 
but they are strung m their idtaL.stnmg also m 
their cleartv realised purpose among u mass uf 
people struggling without a purpose or plan 
In perfect hremuny with this messianic vision, 
and Trotsky's hoarrefy solm toni tK concep 
lion, the 'pare' idaotofical content of the 
Fourth International supposedly endowed it 
wdh a reality «M reprrvdrd the mass armed 
struggle of toe POUM' 

Serge’s later comments, written in March 1939 
after hr had moved to Pans.hetny his complete 
disillusionment with trotskyite dogmatism, 
idealism and sectarianism 
"I am convinced that one cannot build an 
International while there are no parties...One 
should not plus w ith the words. But there an 
no parties here. It is a dead end. Only small 
group* manage to hold out m this deadlock, but 
the* base no dxnamum, no influence, mg cm 
u a—■ lurs^r fit "prims dau 
movement One ccumol build an international 
organixatum cm intolerance and the Bolshevik- 
Irmm si doc trine, for in the whole world then 
are no more than 2110 people who are in a 
position to understand what Bolshevism- 
Unman is One cannot build a xmgle-headed 
organisatum and run it from a hmg way off no 
one m the Fourth International thinks except 


Serge then asks, whai should be done? 
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"The solution I believe. lies in m allkmir with all thr left 
wing currents of the workers movement. in free, 
comradely discussion of every issue. ..to work towards 
concrete gaols: one must abandon the idea of Bolshevist 
Leninist hegemony in the left-wing i sorkers movement 
and create an mlenuitumal allium e. which would reflet l 
the real iideological tendem ies of the most advamed 
sections of the working class." Trotsky's riposte armed 
the follow inf month it was unequivocal Soft henceforth 
wm ‘ individualist u adsentunstu ..an adversary and a 
hostile tme at that " 

THE RNAL SPLIT 

In an article entitled Marxism in our time . Serge gave his 
summing-up of the Bolshevik revolution The Marxism 
of the first great revolutionary crisis of the modem 
world , has mu dared hi lake a libertarian positum. it hwi 
libertarian in words and only for a short tune, during the 
brief period of Soviet demot rocs which extended from 
Ochdter 1911. to the summer of I9IR Then it pulled itself 
together and rrxolutels entered im the path of the old 
station authoritarian and stum totalilaruin It tasked 
the sense of liberty " Serge pomls out that, the contrast is 
Unking between the Bolshrvtk programme of 1911 and the 
political xtnuture«reuted b\ Bolshevism m 1919." By the 
time Trotsky and Lenin realised the danger they no longer 
dared apply the remedy the greatest reach of boldness of 
the Left Opposition in the Bolshevik parts was hi demaml 
the restoruium of inner pans democracy, and it neser 
dared dispute the theors of single parrs gosemmeni The 
fear of llherts. which it the fear of the masses, marks 
almaU the whole course of the Russian Revolutum " Kir 
Serge, the sokrtnm for "revtialnmg Marxism was simple 
"Socialism is essentially demos ram the word demos 
ratu ' being here used in its libertarian tense " 

The rift, personal and theoretical, between the two most 
significant cimmunist Oppositionists was complete and 
irreversible 

Serge makes the point, winch may at first seem secondary 
but which even today can be seen from a quick flick 
through the standard publications ol the left, to he the 
crucial issue Socialists face 

" the task of renew ing the Iruditiim of ui uihst thought by 
assimilating the immense range of expenem et which is 
demanded by a rigorous and unfettered cniufue of 
Bolshevism. foihcruc tjfloi nkui and mm langmutt “ 
|RA s emphasis| Serge's experiences as a participant in 
the 1911 revolution, as a functionary ol the Comintern, his 
arrest as an oppositionist, his re-anest and internal exile as 
an enemy of the people, his contacts and activity within 
the revolutionary circuits of prewar him pc. and finally, 
his last creative period in exile in the New World, distilled 
themselves into (his final conclusion that the fuknim of 
revnhitKmary theory and practice lay in the sorting class 
as the exponent and guarantor ol unconditional dcmoc 
racy Serge never lost laith in the possibility ol a socialist 
society and the value of marxism hut perhaps hclore 
anyone else he saw the necessity of freeing marxist 
thought and practice from the pollulum of thr vices of 
Bolshevism in detay. in other words, of the totalitarian 
mentality". 


HOMAGE TO 
CATATONIA... 

In ttw first half of a rsvlsw of ths Trotsky- 
5<rgn correspondence tucksd sway at tha 
back of Socialist Raviaw'. tha SWP offer 
their overview of tha argument:- 
“Serge end Trotsky did not join In 
agreement and common work, daapita the 
fed that Serge had rallied fo the Left 
Opposition ss surly ss 1923 and refused fo 
capitulate when many others did$o...Who 
was right?. .On ths face of It Serge’s case 
wss strong ...The tiny groups sphering to the 
Fourth International were marginal fo the 
working class and seemed fo spend more 

Blam^m fm iedie%ew LoiiShw aaa - - Shu m r» - il 

iifTvv reuamg witn oot unoirwr rnjn directing 
their energies outwards . Intolerance to 
other tendencies on tha left was replacing 
fraternal debate... An unquestioning defence 
of everything that happened In revolutionary 
Russia whHs Lanin and Trotsky ware at ths 
halm wss becoming a new orthodoxy to rival 
the Stalinist orthodoxy . Serge appears open 
minded end Trotsky Impervious lo debate. . . It 
Is sasy to find evidence to back this up. " 

All In all, a fair and wide-awake summary of 
tha dabata and Its circumstance* But then, 
flip, tha second hell kicks oft with the 
familiar catatonic slaapwalk through tha 
knee-jerk response* of the trotskyite left: 
"But Serge s case is overall a week 
one...Serge s sseessment of the Fourth 
IntemaMonal wss unsatisfactory. Ha could 
have used his immense talents and his 
experience to work to overcome Its sectsri • 

anrem fn eke m ri km trite m «-^ ri (ham e%o% LamU* 

mntmm. InMTwmJ rm mnwfwO inmYi on KOOfMOQ 

Lee “- If K na»it*Jef to m m - - a |*i> _. , — i. a - 

in went i cvnrnvi ruruvi wntcn arwouyn larger 

tod ntort working class cfood the test of the 
struggle less weH then the Fourth 
hitemattooel. the implicit claim, that Serge ’s 
criticism ol Trotsky has real weight, is 
unsustainable." (RA a emphasis] 

Thera la a real schizophrenia hers, typical of 
tha TrotskyttalLanlnist left. First, the parade 
of tha historical evidence, recognisable aa 
tha work of a sane mind. It even identifies 
in# cnarKttrtiuC unquestioning owrwncw or 

A» f#k fn n Shu mS hw aanajiaW - - -A. 1 1^ S — — i — mewed 

WwWI fining IFMIi rMippefrBu... UTlffe LBflfil ofru 

Trotsky wars at ths helm". Then - spot the 
Join • comes tha clunk aa tha catatonic 
Ideological apparatus switches In to draw a 
perfectly Incredible moral' • or, to put It 
another way, an "unquestioning defence", 
omge • raywi 01 wit original iroTSKynt twn 

| a .atn^Hehki li ia| Am uelirt mm U —^ — 

ia, rtgrvuaovy, juii 11 vaiio tooay m i» wii 
had a century age. 
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existence of 
AFA m a polk- 
kal aad 



halloa. They 
argued that 
AFA we* an 


Posture? 

I am an Irixh immigrant living in Eext 
London Having come lo England seven 
yean ago. I wav appalled at thr stale of the 
so-called left Groups like Socialist Wirter 
seemed to consist of spotty-faced students 
who turned up on estates, patronised 
residents and got told to “fuck ofT by 
anyone with sense 

About two years ago I was introduced to 
AFA by a fnend Here at last was an orgam 
sat ion that did more than posture I was 
proud to be part of a broad-based coalition 
which put political differences aside to “do 
the business’’ against fascist scum. I was at 
great victories like Waterloo and several 
less publicised ones. I wish I could continue 
in this vein but sadly I can’t. 

Over the past year or so I think ALA has 
gone seriously downhill Internal splits first 
with Workers Power and then with the 
DAM has, in effect, reduced AFA lo RA 
and a few independents Thr fascists must 
he over the fucking muon The only people 
they feared are now splintered and tuckering 
with each other 

You now have two choices you can 

II publish this letter and pick it apart which 

I am sure you are capable of. or 
2) take on Kurd some constructive criticism 
and try to salvage the situation hcfire it is 
too late 

Well, here it comes like it or lump n 

II While II i.x enter taming to shoui down 
middle i fats trots at AFA meetings n Jorxn 'l 
rrully atcomplnh anything 

2l Tty ammhists do like Ur criticise without 
bring prepared to lake rrxprmxibrlify Hate 
a laugh at them hut keep them im hoard. The 
Glasgow situutum was needless and dexlnu 
ttve and rexulted in u damaging bmdon 
spill 

Si Wh\ mu attend ANl. demo » ami pick up 
the cream' of this organisation We all 
know the SWF are skitters hut ordinary 
working clasx peopir do turn up at demos 
and uren 7 < imlenl to ware lollipops 
4i (iettmg pisied up and kicking it off with 
lefties is ndu ulims If RA is to bn ome a 
posturing drinking club a la Class War then 
it would he better off disbanding 
Si I hasr no illusions about labour, hut did 
turning up in Millwall with that leaflet really 
accomplish anything Thr working class 
were noi putting up their own i undulates 
and the chime aprn hi rlnhws him simple 
labour with all then warts . Tors bastards, 
openly racist liberals and the BSP 
fit Iran from the ANl. about puhlu its They 
are good at getting this it nothing else. 
Remember maw mosemrnl armed' wing 
is a proven formula 

Well, now it’s down lo you I Kpe you will 
take this letter in the spin! it was meant I 
really do wanl to see a strong, re united 
AKA doing what it dies best It will mean 
RA working and negotiating with other 
groups Don't send them a policy statement 
If I wanted to wind someone up I would ask 
RA to send them a statement Meet lace hi 
face with an unbiased go-between with 
these groups Believe me. I have no axe lo 
grind against your group and whatever you 
decide to do I salute the bravery of the 
comrades m RA. one of the few truly 
w«rtmg class organisations around 
Steve. E l-ondon 

RA Reply: A* you ran see. we took the 
first option: to publish and pick il apart. 
The reason bring that though we disagree 
with your analysis the idea that London 
AFA has split and that the primary 
responsibility lies with Red Action has 
currency in some circles. Your letter has 


united front bccauar it refined lo support 
the Initiatives and strategy of the ANL 
They have since followed the logic of 
their own arguments and Joined Ihe 
ANL calling at the same time for AFA 
branches to disband and join them. Il 
should be pointed out that In our defence 
of AKA we were always supported by the 
DAM. The reason the DAM are no 
longer in l-ondon AKA h because, as we 
understand. Ihry have disbanded. 
However a number of the key activists 
are still involved on an individual basis. 
The same applies throughout the 
country. They are still on board'. So in 
effect the withdrawal of Workers Power 
hasn’t diminished AKA *1 all . quite the 
reverse. Kor the last year to rigbleen 
months they did little genuine anti-fascist 
work; concerned a* they were with trying 
lo pack meetings to out-vote the 
militants, they had little time for anything 
eke. Moreover, their continued existence 
within AKA during this period ncled like 
a moth lo a flame for even less committed 
and shabbier Irot outfits who were 
attracted to the idea of AKA being 
reduerd to a talking shop • THKIR 
talking shop. Groups likr this are not a 
benign influence. W hile their member¬ 
ship of AKA might well advance Ihe 
concept of a united front on paper; in 
reality they confuse and demoralise, and 
add nothing lo the balances of forces 
where it counts, on the streets. As for 
attending ANL demos ’to pick off thr 
cream’ as you advise there are two points 
lo make. One, the ANl. b very much milk 
and water and the elements that come 
over do mi not because AKA has trailed 
Ihe ANL around like Workers Power, 
hut because we have the operational 
ability lo set our own agenda. Two, the 
reason we maintain our distance from thr 
ANl. initiatives generally is that (al they 
are proven failures and lb) statistics over 
the last two years have shown that in 
many areas they have a negative influ¬ 
ence on working class perceptions of the 
motives behind the anti-fascist 
movement. 

Their support Tor Labour in the local 
elections is driving the working class into 
Ihe arms of the BNP. To quote from an 
AKA leaflet: It is not AKA’s role lo argue 
that change is not needed. The function 
of milium anti-fascism is not to see Ihe 
the far-right beaten bock, so that labour 
and Ihe middle class l eft can. as 
happened between *112 and *92 turn their 
hacks on Kith Ihe social causes and their 
own collaboration in the political 
betrayals that gave rise to the NK and thr 
BNP in thr lint place. The BNP’s attack 
«ni labour is from the right-our role is 
to guarantee that a successful challenge 
to labour comes only from the lafl.’ 
While Ihe ANl. campaign ini Ihe Isle of 
Dogs increased Ihe labour vote, this 
increase was not al the expense of Ihe 
BNP. What future the anti-fascist organi¬ 
sation that ties itself lo labour, when 
labour again reneges on its promises? 
Thr answer; none. Ihat was the reason 
for the Red Action leaflet ini the Isle of 
Dogs. Simply because ’the working class 
are not putting up their own candidates' 
now, does not mean that completely 
breaking with labour is not the long 
term solution. In many ways II is 
tneviubic. Either that, or Urge track of 
the inner cities will become the 
constituency of the BNP. Kinally, AKA 
has learnt from the ANL about the value 
of publicity. There is now an office in 
Manchester, which allows the 


the record straight. While il is true tirganfaatlnn 

Workers Power have left AKA this was . _ _ _ _ 

not primarily over disagreement with AFA PHONE: 061*232 0813 

Red Action. It was in fact a disagreement 


Re: Black Propaganda 
and “Black Flag” 


As a supporter of Black Mag. I found 
this article to hr a collection of the mni 
of distortions it claimed to address 
amongst anarchists 

I have mi connection lo the ACK. 
disagree with their politics and make no 
claim to speak for them If what RA 
says is true, they are wrong But you are 
equally wrong to tar all anarchists with 
the same brush What would you say if 
we linked you with the RCP ’ I did not 
agree with the analysis in the Black 
Flag article referred to. hut RA have 
misunderstood it. at least in pan 
Clearly a military solution to the Bntish 
problem in the h Counties could he 
achieved hut it would he unacceptable 
not just to the Americans hut to a large 
section of thr Bntish working class. As 
il is. the ruling class base attempted a 
police solution which has clearly been 
unsuccessful, however they measure it. 
And as for the provos being 
fasctsis/psycKntc killers'* Where was 
that, in is that more RA-style dtsmfiw- 
malion a la Frank KiImni’* If you wanl 
to enter into a polemic on Ireland, fair 
enough, hut hear in mind anarchists 
have as much variety of opinion on the 
subject as mnuiIims And. al least try to 
get nghl what il is you disagree with us 
im 

In Solidanty. MW. SE London 

RA reply; Wr will deal with your 
points in the order they present 
themselves in your letter. 

Kind of all. let’s deal with what you 
call the ‘distortions' within our 
article. This obviously calls into 
question the accuracy of Ihe informa¬ 
tion and the point* raised. 

A* regards Ike Al’F what we say is 
true, quite simpiy because we relied 
im Ihe use of direct quotes from their 
own magazine. Organise, issue mi.2tl, 
and from Ihe Irish Sews, dated 5.4.94. 
The same applies to the Bolton 
Evening Noose as Ihe material used 
was lifted directly from hour aoJ. 

As for Block Flag ( Issue no.203 1 , let’s 
deal first with what you suggest 
might he RA disinformation. 

Kim of all. "Provos ns fascists". Black 
Hag stales: "Ufties abroad swallow 
the fiction of it being a national and 
working class struggle when in every 
single other con a try irredentism In 
racial or religious minority in n 
conntry separated and wanting 
reunion with the motherland) is 
dismissed by them as fascist Hike the 
Volksdenlsch in Eastern Europe i 
whether il is to or not. ” 

Now, you may he correct and we may 
have misunderstood this section, hut 
to us the innuendo is quite clear. 
Secondly, "Provos as psychotic killers ” 


Black Flag stales: “It is senseless to 
place mnch hopes on pence talks 
between the various factions. If one lot 
breaks down another lot will start with 
equal lack of conclusion, because whet 
else u there for politicos lo do her 
order shootings?'' 

Whal else can this sentence mean? 
Politicos can take many courses of 
action, as Ihe recent ceasefire has 
demonstrated, yet M is stated they can 
merely order shootings. 

We can only go on whal is actually 
printed, hut as fiir misunderstanding 
the article, it must he said that as a 
serious political analysis the piece is 
largely unintelligible. 

You uImi repeal the idea Ihul thr Brits 
could achieve a military solution in 
the Six Counties. Like many 
anarchist theories which attempt to 
stay one step ahead of conspiracies, 
you end up with your head up your 
arse. The Brils have used shoot-to- 
kill, torture, internment, death 
squads, informers, etc all to no 
marked effect ini the IRA campaign 
and have conceded without notable 
exception that a military solution to 
the situation is unattainable by either 
side. Short of carpet bombing Belfast 
and Derry with B-52s. I would lend lo 
agree with them. In Tact, Ihe only 
other Kwly of opinion that has consis¬ 
tently declared a military solution 
achievable has been Paisley ’s DUP. 
tJDA/UVK, the Sun. the Dnilv Star 
and the BNP's British Nationalist. 
Kart! 

Wr do recognise that there is often a 
large diversity of opinion amongst 
those involved in anarchist politic*. 
To their credit, recently some (las* 
War members have attempted to 
edge their organisation towards a 
position broadly in support of the 
struggle in Ireland with a few articles 
in their paper and appearanrr* on a 
numiier of the flagging Troops Out 
marches; just as the armed conflict 
has romr lo an end. 

Hut al the same time, since RA’s 
existence we have never come across 
a group or significant numbers of 
individual anarchists who were 
prepared lo offer either political or 
practical support lo the liberation 
struggle in Ireland. 

Wr have always staled that, lo us. 
Ireland is Ihe litmus test for revolu¬ 
tionaries in Britain. Almost without 
exception anarchisls in Hrilain have 
failed Ibis lest. 

This said, wr would welcome Ihe 
polemic referred lo in your letter .„ 
over to you. 


Bermondsey Blues 

Southwark and Bermondsey, in South London, is a working class area where a 
strong sense of community identity, pride and unity still survives Many locals 
despise the police and Ihe rich and have little time lor politicians Therefore it is 
tragic that reactionary racist and fascist ideas are so widespread iii die area among 
local white wirttng class people 

Bermondsey K'came notorious when, in August I99|. almost a thousand people 
turned out from local estates (like the Silwood I statei to oppose a march through the 
area hy Ihe middle class National Black Caucus (soon to become the Anti Racist 
Alliance or ARA) The locals opposed the anil-racist march under tK- leadership ol 
the Bntish National Parly 

Southwark and Bermondsey is regarded as the BNP's second strongest area of 
suppon outside of Tower Hamlets in East London 

The tact is that the ‘anti-racist’ politics ol the politically-correct middle class left arc 
usually ‘anti-white working class' politics that only serve to alienate white working 
class people and play into iK- BNP’s hands 

Wc are against rac ism because it causes the pom lo turn on the pom instead of our 
real enemy - the nch and their government Racism divides and weakens the wirtmg 
class when the government is on the offensive against working class proplc 
We don’t support the rubbish peddled hy iK- politically ciNrect middle class left Fw 
example, a leading ARA spokesman once said “Racism is m white people's genes ” 
Rubbish like this is as harmful to wmkmg class unity as the “Rights Im Whites'* 
filth peddled hy the BNP Both brands of ideology are enemies ol the wmkmg class 
Both must he opposed and lought in our estates and communities 
But iK- BNP is the main enemy While working class ignore the politically-correct 
middle class left but in vime areas like Bermondsey and Tower Hamlets thev listen 
to the BNP 
MT. Ilford. Essex 


TEariy and" Often 

SI am currently in Mexico giving lectures on Marxist 
{economics I arrived here on the night before the 
{elections The following day my Kurts decided lo show 
i me around the place which is reputed lo he the world's 
{largest city with some 18 million inhabitants They 
{look me to a museum - supposedly one of the sights of 
tthe town! Unfortunately, since it was election day in 
{Mexico it transpired that federal law prohibited all 
{puNa- buildings from opening a* well as prohibiting 
{the sale of alcohol. And. sure enough, queues ot people 
i deprived of hecr and culture could he seen outside 
{polling stations througKiul the country! 

{The outcome of the elections was a matter of consider- 
• able contention Officially, the ruling Institutional 
{Revolutionary Party (PRIf had won again - just as it 
Jhuv won every election fm the last 70 years. Il was 
jhatled hy the media as a great triumph fm democracy 


Astonishingly, the election was won on a remarkably 
high turnout - 117% of registered voters' Political 
opponents of the regime put this down lo the habit of 
government supporters voting early and voting often' 
The result was hotly contested hy the Party ol 
Democratic Revolution (PRDl many of whose 
supporters found that their names had been removed 
from Ihe electoral register - and denounced as an 
unsupportnhlc fraud hy the Zapatista guerillas 
I was unaware just Kiw widespread the repression is 
here Some of the people I have met are supporters of 
the PRD and they say that KM) of their members have 
been shot hy unidentified killers over the last five 
years. Apparently, more opponents of the Mexican 
government arc killed each year than througKiut the 
entire penod of dictatorship in Brazil 
The only personal experience that I have had of this 
was at one of my talks at the university - there were a 


couple of people who came in and photogijphed me f| 
assumed that they were from my hosts hut they were { 
apparently unknown to them and. when challenged. { 
refused to give any identification 
I understand that while I was here a convention wax{ 
held in the jungle hy the Zapatistas with hundreds of{ 
delegates attending from all over the country l 
comprising a broad spectrum of progressive groups and! 
social movements I have enclosed a couple of{ 
documents which the Zapatistas lecl are the mostj 
important to have translated and published in Britain if t 
we want to give an account of the struggle fiN dcmoc- { 
racy here They realise that n is increasingly necessary { 
to iNgamsc international Milidanty with their struggle 11 
hope that extracts from these documents will be| 
published in a future edition of Red Action 
Comradely. 

P (Mexico - viaGlasgow RA) 

-J M 






IS IT SOMETHING WE SAID? 

The vigilance of M15 and (he aecurity service* in relation in the 
far right appears to allow an organisation calling itself Red 
Action, in effect a criminal conspiracy which has a policy of 
employing physical violence against those of whose politics it 
disagrees and which has two members currently serving jail 
sentences for an IRA bombing campaign in London. The total 
failure of the authorities to take any measures against this group, 
or others involved in attacks on BNP members during the May 
election campaign suggests that the state security agencies 
which are supposed to act in defence of democracy are not 
doing their job very efficiently. 

BNP leader John Tyndall 
British Nationalist No MS July 1994 

It is fine to get the militants to lake on the fascists in a few 
spectacular events like the ‘Battle of Waterloo', hut though such 
events are correct they are not enough. That means, unfortu 
nalely for some, getting their hands dirty and arguing with 
reformist workers and other anti-fascist groups 
Birmingham Anti-Fascist Alliance Bulletin, outlining its 
priorities. 

Unity in action MUST exist.. Birmingham Anti-Fascist Alliance 
therefore is resolved to break all political tics to luxidon AFA 
and regional supporters. We will be called Birmingham Anti- 
Fascist Alliance from now on. and declare Birmingham AFA to 
no longer exist: passed unanimously Birmingham Anti-fascist 
Alliance F.xecutive Committee-and others 
Public statement issued 12 July 1994 explaining the 
difference between theory and practice. 

Our campaign has also exposed the reds in the public eye as 
being nothing but petty thugs and deadbeats Scruffy, shambling 
gangs took to the streets in a vain attempt to stop our 
momentum . I arstly the reds descended to the world of political 
terrorism. The attacks on Alf Waite. Michael Davidson and 
Michael Newland were only the most well known occurrences 
Undoubtedly, the reds have been taught their tactics by their 
friends in the IRA. Whereas the BNP emerged from these 
elections with clean hands, the reds were exposed as political 
gangsters. 

Spearhead July 1994 

Most people who have been involved in the struggle for a few 
years will be aware of this liny group of mugs, misfits and 
cowards who call themselves Red Action. We at Cl8 who have 
monitored this bunch of no good fucking queers just regard 
them as one big joke which gels funnier everytime we hear it. 
The image they try and pul over is that of a mob who’ve had 
enough and just want it with the fascists at every opportunity In 
reality they arc a bunch of 40-50 wankers who would never 
make it in any football firm in this country. Their ‘claim to 
fame' is that they've beaten up a few skinheads, pensioners and 
women on the way to right wing events Anytime they have 
ventured near a large number of racists they always bring a 
bigger mob of police who they can stand behind and call us 
names... So there you have it lads Red Action, the left’s so 
called hardmen have bottled it on every occasion they've had 
the chance to prove themselves, but have shown themselves to 
be a bunch of tossers. They give it the big one when they're 
being protected by the old bill but wouldn't dare venture near 
our mob and stand! 

Pari of a five page ‘morale booster' in Imur No I of ( umhuf Ilf 

The only problem with retaliation is that it has got to he organ 
ised. Killing innocent people doesn't achieve anything You 
huve to do what AFA do: Find the na/is and sort them out 
We're arc not talking about looking for any while person in the 
street That's cowardice But we are going to slap the fascists. 
AFA are the only organisation that goes out there and docs 
something. They make it physically hard for the Na/is to move 
in this country...This is the only Kumpcan country where the 
Nazis don't have a firm foothold, and that's because of AFA 
Rappers kaliphz. NMF September 1994 

As an Independent candidate for election to Kilkenny 
Corporation I am the victim of a smear campaign On Saturday 
afternoon last the city centre of Kilkenny was taken over, fly 
posted from one end to the other by a group with a PO box in 
Dublin, .on Saturday they advanced on Kilkenny Apparently, 
they tned similar tactics on a local election candidate in Carlow 
a few years ago and destroyed the good man This RKD 
ACTION FRONT have an inside contact in Kilkenny who is 
out to destroy my election and that is how they landed here. On 
Sunday morning I met with Superintendent Vincent Duffe in 
person and the Superintendent expressed his concern ubout a 
meeting they propose to hold at a venue in Kilkenny city...I am 
also concerned that this meeting may get out of hand , such 
conduct must never he tolerated in Ireland what happened on 
Saturday last must be condemned by all decent right thinking 
people...it must never happen again 

Apparently John Tyndall Is not the only one to believe that 
Red Action are out to get him. Letter from 
Michael J McGrath in the Kilkenny People 

Reports of skinheads running riot in Carnaby Street in the West 
End came as no surprise Shopkeepers were injured and 
premises damaged during disturbances in which the na/i 
strength was pul at about 50. 

On June the 4th 1994 at 4.30 pm a group of visiting French 
fash skinheads were chastised by AFA stewards in Carnaby 
St; at least two needing the help of a wheel chair and 
stretcher to get to the ambulance. The anti-fascist magazine 
Searchlight no 229 July 1994 saw things differently. 

M ...if they could the IRA would drive the pmtestani working- 
class into the sea...we will have no truck with any IRA 
bombing campaign..." 

Sean (Boom Boom! Docherty, explaining DI P • sorry that 
should read SWP policy at a public meeting in Stoke 
Newington, 9.20 pm, 2IV4V94. ‘No truck' geddit? 



N ow. it would he fair to say that Red 
Action gets its fur share of crank letters 
Some air printed, some are fanned, and 
some arc handed over to-The VOR In early 
September a letter arrived which began 7 am 
eighteen sears old. and have been auepted as a 
undent at a St <With university " This student il 
appears is a regular reader of Red Action. He 
goes on to describe a chance encounter with a 
man ai a bus station in Glasgow He provides a 
graphic description "He hw a heavy huili man 
with close cropped grey hair I thought he wat 
about forty fixe but turned out to be sixty, he 
wore glasses and had two hearing aids behind 
hit ears. On his lapel he wore a couple of 
badges a union pul the other with the letters 
BNP inside" He had met his first nazi. 
Surprisingly. he describes him as 

"intelligent quite dispassionate ami pleasant in 
manner " When he smiled: which he did often, 
he had. our student noticed "nne while teeth" It 
appears, he. the na/i. was an honours graduate in 
politics and economic history hut could noi gel a 
gib because of a left-wing blacklist "he quiserrd 


WHEN HARRY MET ...HARRY 


with rage as he talked about his 
poverty .ncx ortting to him Rad Action and the 
left in general were the 'bootboys of 
Zumism .he hated them and wanted them totally 
destroyed" Understandably our student fell a 


Jews fust been "manufacturing our emotions to 
manufacture political capital for themselves " I his 
wordsI* h would be a contemptible thing and I 
would despise them foe it." MY GOD' WHAT 
INSIDIOUS PROPAGANDA! This kid meets an 



little uneasy at this turn of events as this guy 
was quite massive, with big powerful shoulders " 
Despite his powerful build and ihc occasional 
quiver, "he never raised hu votce.he was very 
courteous and seemed a kindly man. quile 
gentle“. Anyway he informed our student that 
"General Frank Kitson had written a hook called 
Bunch Of Fives ' This called for the setting up of 
gangs to oppose national movements, and that 
Red Action showed all the signs of being such a 
movement. .1 told him that / was going to write 
to your paper...he looked very grave then and 
advised me not to pul my name and address. 
'You 'll go im a blacklist young fella' He told me 
he often earned a sign saving What ubout us 
unemployed while workers' and the left all 
screeched I 
the word i 

scum! si 

him that pi 
left think 
are scut 
despise" 
said He / 
the Hohm 
said I was 
swallow n 
lies lie 


fine studir 
revisionists 
believe 
Holiuaust 
true ‘ Hu 


old fascist by accident, and the next thing you 
know he despise Hold on a minute Where did 
we read that before? Ah yes. here it is. A letter 
from Harry Mullin of Glasgow BNP which 
contains the line underneath all their rhetoric 
they quite manifestly hale and DESPISE us". So 
that must mean old Harry is the nice man with 
the kindly teeth Funny that we always thought 
he was a nutter Just goes to show how you can 
be wrong about people Just the other 
day. STOP!. INTELLIGENT* POWERFUL? 
PLEASANT’ DESPISE! This isn't a letter from 
a student about Harry at all • Harry IS the 
f* # *ing student! Heh' That's pretty sick. You 
need help, Harry 


THE TRACKS OF MICHAEL’S TEARS 


M ichael Robert Stoneman. Regional Organiser of Ihc NF la part 
lime job surely) recently appeared at Si Albans Crown Court 
charged with Violent Disordei arising out of events surmunding 
an NF election meeting in Hcmel Hempstead The attentive audience was 
divided into a fascist contingent al the fnml and a vociferous anti-fascist 
contingent al the hack Stoneman. who has a string of petty consictions for 
making a nuisance of himself (threatening words and behaviour s 4) could 
couni himself unlucky to he in court at all He was acting as an NF 
steward' in the meeting along with two other dickheads and. true to form, 
was mouthing off and performing the odd gesture, sale in the knowledge 
lhal the 57 (fifty seven) riot poke inside the hall would protect him from 
any harm that might otherwise befall him How. u might he asked, did a 
man with no known bottle end up on a violent disordei charge ’ Stoneman \ 
miscakulation was to position himself in front of die only Mack copper in 
the hall It happened lhal in the course of the meeting, a remark was passed, 
and mayhem ensued The copper, who turned out lo he none other Ihun 
Inspector Thomas, senior officer inside die hall, look ihc opportunity to 
tear into the astonished Sloncman. battering him to the than and kicking 
him in Ihc head, resulting in what Sloncman himscll later described as "a 
dim great Mack eye Stoneman was then lead, crying, out of the hail In 
accordance with Ihc Police Manual, pp 44K-9. section (s. para (lii. 
Stoneman was then charged with the most serious public order offence 
available. Violent Disorder (maximum sentence 10 years) Sad to say. 
Stoneman was lound not guilty of failing lo resist being haltered by a 
police officer in ihc course of his duly, and left lhe court a free man A 
black day for law and order in this country 

Sumcmaa's interview, played to the court, added a certain comic touch He 
told ihc police that when he arrived in Hemcl. he and his males were 
conlrontcd by "two different groups of what nr call reds " Al Ihe station 
itself, where ihc ragbag of froniers collected, they first mel Ihc ANL 
Sloncman continued lhal so lar as he was concerned ihc ANL were entitled 
lo their opinions and they didn't Maher him the ANI. are basically a 
hum h of schoolletu hers and mad professors w ho go around waving 
loth flops and shouting slogans Thes re harmless " Sloncman added "The 
ANL were kept al the station, we didn l see them again " The other group. 
AFA. he regarded in quile a different light In a lone of outrage, he (old the 
officcis. “They were mtualls allowed into the room I meeting f" and lhal 
"when thes got in. tmlv one thing nmld base hap/urned. and it did AFA 
he hek’sed. go round smashing up meetings they go for vioieme arul 
violent c happens " The uppers asked him N>w he knew they were AFA. 
"We know who thes are. they don l suave lollipops, thes throw thairs". 


Red Action V The Red Hand 



S ince Ihe start of the season Red Action have been holding regular 
paper sales outside Celtic Pari Perhaps a little more surprising is 
the fact that a Red Action sale was initiated recently by a lone 


seller outside Rangers' ground. Ibrox! A feat akin to selling an 
Pboblachl outside Windsor Park! Of course it needs to he pointed out 
that, on Ihe day. Celtic were ihc visitors, and the paper made its brief 
appearance at the Celtic end and w hen we say kmc seller we mean only 
one was actually selling He was Hanked on either side by the usual 
disreputable kinking characters while no less than twenty Shamrock 
Rovers fans covered his back! So there was no trouble then? Not 
exactly Intcruptcd by the arrival of an KT raiding party the sale ended 
in what the police would refer to these days as a riot with our hem 
once again taking C-H-A-R-G-E! All's well that ends well. 


Apparently, ihe characteristic throwing of chairs was repeated on this 
occasion. According to Sloncman: "we started singing the National 
Anthem, which they're dead against, and throwing chairs twu their way of 
letting ns know they were there " So there you have it. A senior AFA 
sriurve was unuMc to confirm speculation that the new corporate logo for 
AFA would feature an airborne chair. 



WE ARE 
RED ACTION 

Thr ci Jtapw of Soviet ommunism has signalled dr end cd an era ( aprtahsm't golden 
•as defined hy die ccuremuc and political certainties of die (tdd Wm. hat turned to enm 
As a discipline on die enure making elate, matt uncmptoymenl is retfcecd at a pe r manent 
condition As capitalism expended many rrfnrmt such us nammahsaUm. impleme n ted hi 
serve ihe needs of capital also served the needs of society As capitalism contracts. 
deindusinalivjMkm and the return hi Ihe principal tif privatisation m health, puhfcc transput, 
housing and cducalii*i sustains die profits id the wealthy dimity a society v expense 
In the short term, ipen oeiflnl within and between classes is certain l Itimately. die chnce 
faced will hr goscmmcM without c invent ue venal resolution 

leninism which decrees dir interests id die wirkmg class are sutxrUiiMfc to the will of one 
rrsoluiMiars party, is die decisive influence in the tar left An apotogivl fu die audn«i 
lanan slate u advertises die lie dial dictatorship He muninl) ruler cm he progressive This 
betrayal mucks dr theses and practice id Marx and kngeis and any redan id independent 
w• eking class initialise The surrender id the pidHical high gnamd hi die ippunem* id total 
usul change has paralyied (hr wteking class iMcnutneiailv 

Sectarian divisim in the left cimtinucs to be a comfort hi a system which socialism 
prism veil hi replace h actions whose immaculate programmes he part) dictatorship result 
in die pursuit id goats exclusive hi themselves, cimtnhule rushing hi the real movement id 
thr wiekng class, except hi help delay Ns piduical renaissance In all essentials reaclitmary. 
they are thr socialists id die previous grocnlitm 

Anarchism, which claims hi hr a libertarian alternative to leninism could never week 
Ananhism means ihc principled ipposiinn to the exercise of any authaity Acunlmglv 
even the must pert ret dense raev would hr irganJed hy anarchism as auduattarun as N 
means the imposition id a social decisan hy a mapetly on a minontv The answer to 
bureaucratic audunty is dross ratic authnts itot thr aMdiian id outbursts 
We must start afresh 

In every countrv Ihe working class possesses one sinking advantage over dr capitalists 
murders However, numbers widnad units and umty witfssa lagamsafam is free id poht 
rat advantage The purpose id a irssduUonary working class organisation is hi raise dr 
wrektng class in the pmitMm id ihe ruling class To trawler political power hum dr 
mmivtty In dr major Is 

I nconditnmal drnserac) is dr sole pdtocaJ Uetn though which the aspirations id dr 
map tots can drn hr cxmiscxJ and made secure A restduthmary organisation must always 
and every where represent dr interests id dr movement as a whole h must hr workutg 
class in Msuncl. cimposition and lerMatam II must hr huih m a demncralk manner In an 
dr hi mom up radrr than hy decree from dr kp down Direct dcnwsTatic umtnd by 
•taking prsplr user thru own orgarasatums is dr necessary preparation for dr lutunr niir 
id wiakmg pci pic use* ihrtr own countries 

WE ARE THE REDS! 

Scpporhng mumlwrihp tor a yuar • £S Man* eftaqutep o out to Rad Acton Youwi 
mennta a *ut»crp*on to the paper a require rtawhtattar and noaheton of RA a ct vtaua 
Sutwcnphon to ffw papre re* Ml avadabta re £3 lor 5 mum 
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